Latest lecture series investigates ‘The Mind

Visiting artist creates own caivas

ashington Post illustrator
W Patterson Clark will teach
the Spring 2008 Visiting

Artist’s Seminar (UH 3200), a one-
week, one-credit class open to honors
students with upper-division stand-
ing.

This year’s seminar is “Sustain-
able Papermaking with Alien
Weeds.”

An award-winning visual jour-
nalist and environmental artist, Clark
holds a permit to remove invasive
plants from National Park Service
land and since 2003 has been experi-
menting with meth-
ods of converting
exotic weeds into
{ paper, pigment and
other art materials,
| including pens,
brushes, charcoal
and printing blocks.
Harvesting invasive
plants can, he says,
yield an abundance
of raw materials
while relieving native vegetation
from the burden of rampant exotic
species. Students in his five-day
papermaking workshop will collect
and process the fibers of selected
local invasive plants. Participants
will use their resulting sheets of
paper for drawing, printing, writing
or sculpture that in some way refers
to the process of papermaking with
weeds.

This highly interdisciplinary
workshop will involve studying and
harvesting invasive plants (such as
mulberry trees and kudzu), making
paper and other art materials from
the plants and creating works of art
from the paper. Students will be
exposed to a variety of art techniques
and will get information about biolo-
gy and nature.

Students from diverse disci-
plines— including art, journalism,
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English, agriculture, biology, philoso-
phy, chemistry and environmental
science—are encouraged to enroll.
Those interested in art and the envi-
ronment may benefit from and enjoy
this course.

The Visiting Artist’s Seminar, an
interdisciplinary course taught by an
established artist, is offered every
spring by the Honors College in
cooperation with the College of
Liberal Arts. While speakers fre-
quently visit campus to speak to stu-
dents, the Visiting Artist’s Seminar
couples that inspirational experience
with a hands-on component that lasts
an entire week and requires intensive
student participation. It’s taught at
an introductory level so students
from any field of study can partici-
pate. The seminars are limited to 15
students; prerequisites are upper-
division standing and a 3.25 grade-
point average.

The 2008 seminar will meet Feb.
4-8 from 3 to 5:40 p.m. daily. It will
culminate with a gallery or studio
exhibit and public presentation of the
artist’s and students” work. The
Honors College will host a reception
during the exhibit so that the audi-
ence may speak informally with the
artist and the students about their
projects.

The 2008 Visiting Artist’s
Seminar is supported by the
University Honors College, the
Distinguished Lectures Committee,
the Virginia Peck Trust Fund, the
English Department and the Art
Department. For more information,
contact program coordinator Dr.
Claudia Barnett at charnett@mtsu.edu
or 615-898-2887.

Reprinted with permission from the
Fall 2007 edition of the Honors
Alternative, the University Honors
College newsletter.

from Staff Reports

he theme of MTSU'’s Spring
I 2008 Honors Lecture Series is
deceptively short for such a
mysterious topic: “The Mind.”

After an introductory discussion
and honors students’ study-abroad
presentations Jan. 14, the lecture series
will begin Monday, Jan. 28, in the
amphitheater (Room 106) of the Paul
W. Martin Sr. Honors Building.

All lectures are free and open to
the public and are held from 3 to 3:50
p-m. each Monday, with the excep-
tions of Jan. 21 (Martin Luther King
Day), March 3 (spring break) and
April 23 (last day of classes).

The lecture schedule includes:

Jan. 28—"A Brief History of the
Brain,” presented by Dr. Scott
Carnicom, associate dean of the
Honors College;

Feb. 4—"Stress and Coping in
Sport: What Elite Athletes Can Teach
Us about Effective Coping Skills,”
presented by Dr. Mark Anshel (health
and human performance);

Feb. 11—"“Developing Minds
Through Higher Education: The Role
of the University,” presented by Dr.
Kaylene Gebert, executive vice presi-

dent and provost;

Feb. 18—"I'm Just Talking to
Myself! How the Mind Uses Self-
Talk,” presented by Dr. Tom
Brinthaupt (psychology);

Feb. 25—"Dyslexia: How the
Brain Reads and What Happens
When It Doesn’t,” presented by Stuart
Bernstein (Center for the Study and
Treatment of Dyslexia);

March 10— Acquisition and
Expression of Language: A Brain-
Based Approach,” presented by Drs.
Shelley Thomas (foreign languages
and literatures), and Will Langston
(psychology);

March 17—"Sex and the Brain:
Neurobiology of Mating,” presented
by Dr. Amy Jetton (biology);

March 24—"The Mind of the
Renaissance Individual,” presented by
Dr. Ed Beemon (history);

March 31—"“Social Conformity,
Group Think and Violence: Social
Activism in the 1960s,” presented by
Dr. Ben Austin (sociology and anthro-
pology);

April 7—"On the Neurobiology
of Truth,” presented by Dr. Ron
Bombardi (philosophy).

Honors thesis presentations will
wrap up the series on April 14 and 21.

State council conference set here Feb. 15-16

TSU’s University Honors
M College will serve as host
Feb. 15-16 for the annual

conference of the Tennessee Collegiate
Honors Council, the organization of
all private and public honors colleges
and programs across Tennessee.

The event will kick off Friday,
Feb. 15, with a 6 p.m. banquet in the
James Union Building’s Tennessee
Room, followed by a student mixer at
the DoubleTree Murfreesboro Hotel
from 9 to 11 p.m.

FRESH NEWS FOR A NEW YEAR—

Sophomore Shyanne Coe, left, and
freshman Jade Brinkman examine a
new biodegradable milk container as
they prepare to interview Tim Redd,
director of MTSU's farm laboratory.
Their story on milk production at
MTSU is one of six produced by stu-
dents in Lisa L. Rollins” media writing
class for the January edition of
“Middle Tennessee Record.” Watch
their stories on local Cable Channel 9
daily at 5 p.m., Sundays at 1:30 p.m. on
NewsChannel5+, or anytime via
www.mtsunews.com on YouTube.
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Saturday’s faculty and student
presentations, which will be conduct-
ed in the Paul W. Martin Sr. Honors
Building, kick off at 9 a.m. with an
hourlong break for lunch at noon and
conclude at 3 p.m.

About 150 faculty and students
are expected to attend the conference,
and MTSU students and faculty are
being encouraged to attend.

For more details, please visit
www.mtsu.edu/learn/honors.

Doctoral
England play,” Bettle says.

When he calls USA Rugby “our guys,” Bettle means it,
and the “guys” are as diverse as America itself. The 30
players, each of whom performs on both offense and
defense, range from a Chicago stockbroker to an Aspen

rancher.

and its people. He fell in love with one particular

American, the former Deana Michelle Simms of Lebanon,
Tenn., whom he married in July 2005.

Jeremy continues to work for USA Rugby and now
works for a California physical therapy firm. He expects to

complete his doctoral degree by December 2008.

Of course, Bettle didn’t just fall in love with a country

Scholars Week
sets submission
deadline of Feh. 11

from Staff Reports

aculty and students are
F preparing for Scholars Week
2008, which will be held

March 31-April 4, organizers said.

A key date to remember is
Monday, Feb. 11, which is the
deadline for online abstracts for
poster and multimedia presenta-
tions to be submitted to
http://mtsu32.mtsu.edu:11202/
Scholars_Week/ScholarsForm.asp.

Planned activities will include
talks, readings, performances,
posters and multimedia, as well as
invited speakers and luncheons.

Faculty members are being
asked to encourage all students to
participate—either as presenters
or observers—in events during the
week, said Dr. Andrienne Friedli,
professor of chemistry, assistant to
the vice provost for research and
committee technical chair.

For more information, visit
www.mtsu.edu/~research/scholars
week.html.
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