CROTALUS VIRIDIS LUTOSUS (Great Basin Rattlesnake).
MORTALITY. Although rodents have been reported as enemies
of rattlesnakes, especially in laboratory or enclosed situations

(Klauber 1972. Rattlesnakes. Univ. California Press, Berkeley.
1536 pp.), documentation of interactions in nature is uncommon.
Here, we 1) relate the mortality and possible predation of two
Crotalus viridis lutosus to environmental temperature and condi-
tion of snakes at a natural hibernaculum, and 2) note the specific
targeting of venom glands by a predator/scavenger. This observa-
tion was made at a large snake hibernaculum in Butte Co., Idaho,
USA, on the property of the Idaho National Engineering and En-
vironmental Laboratory.

Fic. 1. Body of Crotalus viridis showing extensive tissue loss. Note
injury to the right venom gland and teeth marks on transmitter.

Ag part of a hibernation project on C. v. lutosus, we surgically
implanted radiotransmitters (8-9 g) into seven adult female snakes
and released them at their hibernaculum within one week. On 25
October 1991 we released the last two snakes: #349 (SVL = 77
cm, mass = 339 g) and #365 (SVL =76 cm, mass = 321 g). On 4
November 1991, all seven radio-equipped snakes were under-
ground within the hibernaculum and presumed alive. On 6 No-
vember, rattlesnakes #349 and #365 were found dead and muti-
lated at two different openings of the hibernaculum. Both snakes
possessed injuries to the body; one had minor skin lacerations but
the other suffered considerable tissue loss (Fig. 1). Most notable,

FiG. 2. Head of Crotalus viridis missing venom glands.
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