Cover Memo for Proposed Admission and/or Stamgicrds Change (MTSU)

On-campus memo;

TO: Admission and Standards Committec

Collegge of Graduate Sudien

FROM:

Sooll Mandy
(Depacertnent Cligie or Pragram Coardingior) ¥

(College, Progrom or Depavingn}®

AL FdAAEL  shandy@dmlsuedy

Contact Person; 5S¢

RE: modification of options to domonstrato anglish language proficioney

fppecifi dsie[5] boeinsy selniitted fo the cowmnitiee.)

DATE: 1O/

Level or_area to which change(s) would apply:
,__U niversity || College
1 other?

- School L:;] Department EI Program

progr:"“(s) and/or St“dent '“)pulntin“(s) ﬂffcctc(‘: Intermationdd graduatn sludants
(Note thar an fmpact Dista Form must be submittedd along with the praoposal.)

This change would tall inte the following classification(s) {check all that apply):

] Proposed change in GPA for admission
Proposed change in GPA for retention
Proposed change in GPA for graduation

Proposed change in1est or presreguisite
requirements for admission

Proposed change in other requirenents for
admission

[_] Proposed change in policies or requirements
for placement

Deseription of Change Proposed:
(Atteh separale sheel as needed.)

[:] Proposed change in policies or requirements
for retention

[:] Proposed change in policies or requirements
for graduation

B Proposed change in grading scale
Proposed change to academic program
reguirements
Proposed standards for a new program
Other

alish language prof

Iedaed, a5 thoy o ar

Rationale/justification for change (Please ensure that all aspects and ramifications of the change are

cclelressed, Atiach separate sheet as reeded.):

Thig propesal secks to expand and update the rumber of meathods wheraby intorationat sludents can damanstealy English inguaga proficieacy

tnd 10 have greater e

level International applications.

tency batwean the unclergraciaale and gracusts options, This i axpocted to have o benedicial im);

AR grmm




Dissemination of information:

The following colleges, program or departments may be affected by this deciston:
Al gieaduate programs af MTSL

Ieertify that | (or my representative) have constlted with cach eollege or program that may be affected by

the proposed changes,
Ve

4
b
Proposer’s signature M ‘?
Date

Other permissions soughty  [fthis change is conneeted to curviculan or progeane development, hove the
apprenriate forms been submittedd to the general edueation, curricutim or graducte conmittees? I a
proposal witlimeay impact envolliment in specific courses or praograms, ficve concerned deporinents o
progeams heen consulted? Please inelude detes of sulanission andior appraval as releveon,

NA

Date of initial proposal

Date of college approval

Chair Admisston and Standards Conunittee Date approved by ASC

Vice-President for Student At Date approved by VISA

Provaost for Borollment & Acadenmic Services

Provost Date approved by Provost

Presicdent Date approved

* Note: When the proposal does not come from an academic unit, replace titles as needed. i a proposal comes
divectly from a dean of higher, the first signature may be omitted.



Admission and Standards Committee
IMPACT DATA [FORM for PROPOSED CHANGES

Department ar Program or University Office: Sollege of Graduate Studies

Brief Statement of Proposed Change: English language proficiency Date: 103172018

1. Detailed discussion of how proposed changes may impact students, prospective students,
universily programs and/or other.  (Use as moch space as you need below. You mav refer to
cover premo ane ity aticefiments as needed to avald repelition,)

The naly anticipated mpact is that prospective international students will hove mare options for demonstrating proficioncy

in Engtish. This is expectad 1o increase the poat of applicants, thereby increasing diversity on campus and o making

gradusta education more accessible o many underdeveloped sountries, It will also make the methods of demonstrating

proficiency more gonsistent af the undergraduate and graduate levels,

Proposed Effective Date T e

=

Identify the student popuiation(s) that witl be affected.
International graduate students

3. Are there plans to make this proposal retroactive? 117 so, please indicate when (specify the
date) and identify student population(s) who will be affected, (For example, “students
acmitted under the 2004 catelog or earller.”)

[R]4]

4. Discuss the specific impact on students,  Provide enrotliment and/or other velevant data
for the past three years, including appropriate demographic data (e.g. male, female,
minority, part-time, older students ete.) to thustrate the possible impact on specific
groups. (For example, for a proposal (o vaise the GPA for gracduation, provide a
breakdoswn of graduating student GPA by different desmogrophic groups.)  Attach
supporting documentation.

There is no data to rapont.




Proposed Graduate Catalog Statement
Proof of English Proficiency

International students who will be attending the University on 4 visa and who ace not native speakers of
English or graduates of a United States undergraduate or graduate institution must submit a demenstration
of Eryglish language proficiency. This can be accomplished in a number of different fashions:

I Fest of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score (minimum score of 525 paper-based or 71
Internet-based),

2. International English Language Testing System (IELTS) score (mintmum score of 6.5),

3. Michigan English Language Assessment Battery (MELAB) test score (minimum score of 74),
4. PPE Academic (minimum score of 559,

Ao International Test of English Proficiency (ITED) score (minimum score of 4.5),

6. LLS. instruction (completion of level 112), or
7. International English Institute (1ET) instruction (completion of level 6 in all cowrse arcas offered).

Note that certain programs may require higher standards, so please consult the program coordinator for
more information,

For information on TOEFL testing, visit www.cts,org/toef]

3

For information on MELAR testing, visit www ()

For information on PTE Academic, visit www.pearsonpte.com
For information iTEP testing, . visit www.iTEPexam,com
For information on [L1LS. visit www,els/edu/en

For information on WL visit www.icledu




TENNESSEE BOARD OF REGENTS

Academic Proposal Form for Al New Programs

COVER PAGE

This form is submitted with all proposals requiring Board approval to the TBR Vice Chancellor for Acadenic Affairs.
The COVER PAGE may be submitted as a PDF. Al other forms should be submitted as MSWord documents,

Please remember to suhmit only ane proposal with refated support documenty per e-muail.

Sponsoring Enstitution(s): Middle Tennessee State University

Proposal Statement: Policy Revision: English language proficiency standards for admission to the
College of Gradunate Studies

Degree Designation for] Type of Certificate:
in

Formal Desree Abbrevintion Title of Propose

rogrun o be established or tmpacted

Proposed Degrec [or] Certificate CIP & S5OC Codes;
Concentrations: (il applicable)

Proposed CIP & 5OC Codes:

Anticipated Delivery Site(sy: Middle Tennessee State University

Proposed Implementation Date: Fall 2017

Cooperative/Collaborative Partners: nonce

.......... Q04-7601

Mame Telephone

For more information contact: D, Peter Cunningham )

Institutional Approval: /
Signarure of President (required)  Date

sl Ao

2t s supmort and that the

The Cover Page doc

established | Clollaborative programs regitive the President's signeture fron all parficipating

institutions.



Actions Subject to the 30 Day Review Process

or Signature of the Vice Chancellor

& t STl

Please refer to TBR Policy 2:01:01:00, TBR Guideline A-010, and THEC Policy A1:0 and Al:]
hefore developing a proposal,

INSTRUCTIONS: Please respond to each question. If the question is not applicable, please use
“NA™ and include a briet explanation of why the question is net applicable to the proposed action,
The torm will expand to allow space as needed and must be submitted to the TBR Vice Chancellor
for Academic Affairs or Vice Chancellor of Community Colleges as appropriate an MSWord

document.
INSTITUTION: Middle Tennessee State University

PROPOSAL: Policy Revision: English tanguage proficiency standards for admission to the
College of Graduate Studies

PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: Falt 2017

PURPOSE: Inan effort to attract highly qualified students to the graduate programs at Middie
Tennessee State University who are prepared to successfully complete their degrees and
find gainful employment [ollowing graduation, we are proposing to expand number of
opportunitics for international students to demonsteate the BEnglish language proficiency.

NEED/RATIONALIL: This proposal seeks to expand and update the number of methods whereby
international students can demonstrate English language proficiency andd
to have greater consistency between the undergraduate and graduate
options, Thus, the discontinued UMELD will be replaced by MELAR. the
low-cost ITEP will be added. as will the convenient PTE Academic
{offered by Pearson’s with the opportunity to take it at the same center as
the GRI). The English language training oltered by [T will also be
accepted as it is at the underpgraduate level.

IMPACT:  'This change is expected to serve to inerease the number of effective methods that
international students may use lo demonstrate English language proficiency and 1o make
these methods more consistent between the undergraduate and graduate options.
including iTEHP as an option, this low cost proficiency test is expected to enhance
applications from developing nations, while PTE Academic offers the convenience of a
single common testing sight tor both it and the GRE, UMIUELT has ceased to exist, but has
effectively been replaced by MELAR. Finally, partnering with [FI, a local English

i
i




training program already accepted at the undergraduate level at Middle Tennessee State
University, witl provide another local avenue Lo capture international students and
increase diversity in the graduate programs at Middle Tennessee State University,

PLANS FOR ACCREDITATION: Not applicable, as this proposed change is for all graduate
programs al Middle Tennessee State University and no special
accreditation s required.



The following bvo items requive e completion of separate forins as indicated below, Do nof
complete the remaitider of this docinient.

_ Name Change for B ng Frogram or Academie Unit (USE NAME CHANGE FORM
ONLY ON TBR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS WEBSITE)

~ BEstabligh an OM-Campus Sue/OT Campuos Center, (USE THEC OFF-CAMPUS
SITE/CENTER APPROVAL FORM(S) ONLY ON TBR ACADFEMIC AFTAIRS
WEBSITE)
MNote: In keeping with the THEC Policies, the THEC OH-Campus Site /Center Approval
Forms must be submitted for review. No announcements may be made regarding opening new
site or center until the THEC approval is granted pee THEC Policy 10,608

Tvpe of Change (Check all those that apply):
_Change of degree designation for an existing academic program or concentration per written

recommendation ol a disciptinary acerediation body or 10 more aceurately represent the title to
the workplace, Documentation must accompany the change request.

o Change of degree designation for an existing academic program or concentration when the change
mvolves a significant cerricutum shift in redefining the program’s purpose,

Change/Add depree designation for existing programs
Consolidate an existing academic program

Conversion of an existing ground program to a fully on-ling program (Indicate with or without
maintatning the existing ground program)

.......................... Curricubum modifications which increase or decrease total hours required for a degree.

_Substantive Curriculum Modification (e, 9 or more SCH at the community coltege, 18 or more
SCH undergraduate, 9 or more at graduate. or 50% or more certificate) in an existing acadentic
progeam. Provide a side-by-side comparison of the existing and proposed  corricutum,

The proposed program requires completion of  SCH distributed as follows:
Curricutum (

General BEducation

Major Fickd Core (required of all students in program)
Concentration (courses specific to the concentration)
Electives (may be guided or general electives)

Other (spectfy, 1.e.)

Component SCH Required

TOTAL SCH:
No. ol new courses: with credit hours
Mo, of SCH impacted by the revision sinee last TRR action

— Establish a certilicate fess than 24 SCH {Provide the curvicutum, justify the demand for the
requested cortifteate and any alignment with otwre existing programs or certificates, Any new
costs requice the comptetion of the THEC FP.)



_Establish a new concentration or MINOR (Justify the demand and show side-by-side
comparison of proposed eurricnlum along with the curricalum for any other concentrations
or minors within the existing degree. Any now costs require the completion of the THEC FP.)
(Minors may be approved by the Viee Chancellor for Academtic ATtirs or referred to the Board,)

 Establish a free standing degree program from an existing concentration with a steady encollment
and graduation rate for a pertod of at least three years may request to be recognized as a
freestanding degree if the establishment of the concentration as a degree does not compromise the
remaining degree and does not require new facuolty resources. Provide documentation of
enrollment and graduation data for the existing concentration, [f there are multiple
concenlrations within the existing, provide envollment and graduation data for all
concentrations within the degree individually to demonstrate that heeoming frecstanding
will not endanger other concenteations within the existing degree. Specify phase owl
procedure and final plhase ont date for original concentration.

~ Establish a frec standing degree program from an existing concentration for_more aceuralg
Representation of title to the workplace. Provide letters of support from the workplace to
demonsirate more accurate representation as a freestanding degree. (Sce TBR policy
2:01:01:00 1 (m) for performance funding implications.) Provide documentation of enrollment
and graduation data for the existing concentration. If there are multiple concentrations
within the existing, provide enrvollment and graduation data Tor sl coneenteations within
the degree individually to demonstrate that becoming freestanding will not endanger other
concentrations within the existing degree, Specify phase ont procedure and final phase owt
date for origingd conceniration.

~ Estabtish a new academic unit or reorganization (Specify department, division, college, school,
campus sponsored centers not secking Center of Excellence/BEmphasis statos through the THEC,
centers within existing academic units, institutes, burcaus, campus, ¢te,) (Attach a current and
proposed organizational chart) Specily tF the requested action resubts in a net gain of an
academic unit (Le., department, on-campus center, institute, bieaw, division, school, or college).
The THEC has established additional vequirements which muest be attached to this request
which may be located at

http://www.tneov/theo/Divisions/AcademicAfTirs/nendenic proevams/ TEE CY%20A diminis
frotive " 20U nis %G 20 Form % 20Feh % 2027% 202015, pdf. This action will be reviewed with
Exceutive signature action by the THEC.)

Establish an articulation agreement between institutions or between programs within a single

institution

 Extend an extsting degree program to be delivered 100% at an off-campus location. (Extension to
LOO% off-campus delivery requires additionad action tf the location of delivery is to be converted
from a “site”™ to a “center.”™)

Inactivation of an existing program or concentration {11 a program is not reactivated within a

period of three years, the program will antomatically be terminated and removed from the
Academic Inventory by December of that year.)

- Reactivation of a program that was placed on inactivation within the past 3 years
Date of inactivation: Date of proposed reactivation:




Termination {with or without phase-out, specily) of an existing program or concentration

o Poliey Revision: Admission/Progression/Graduation (institutional or program speeific)

(Attach the current and proposed policy as a side-by-side comparison)

3. Indicate Program, Cerlificate and Concentration Change as Reflected in the Academic Program

Inventory:

DBefore the Propeosed C?h:-mge
(List as it now appears on the official Academic

Titke of Old Program or CIP Code
Certificate Option
(Inchude all existing
concentrations before
revision,)

Degree

Pro gram In ventory at Illl()

| Program Inventory at THEC

After the Proposed Change
(List as it should appear on the official Academic
.once approved.)

Title of New Program CIP Code
Certificate, or
Concentrations existing
alter revision is

Pegrec

AN R

4. % Attach a copy of the "before and after” currviculnm or organizational chart, as
applicable, and a pationale for the proposed change, For policy changes, include the

current and proposed policy. Whenever possible 2 side-by-side comparison is

preferred.

Current Standards
Proof of English Proficicncy

International students who will be altending the
University on a visa and who are not native
speakers of Fnglish or graduates of a United
States undergraduate or graduate institution must
submit a Test of Bnglish as a Forelgn Language
(TOEFL) score (mimimum score of 525 paper-
based or 71 Internet-based), University of
Michigan English Language Institute (UMELE)
test score (minivum score of 85), International
Linglish Language Testing System (IELTS) score
{mimimum score of 6), or E.L.S. instruction
{completion of level 112) as a demonstration of
English proficiency in order to be admitted to
graduate studies at MTSU.

For information on TOEFL. testing, visit
www.ets,ore/toef]
For information on UMBL testing, visit www. ichedy

Proposed Standards

Proof of English Proficiency

International students who will be attending the
University on a visa and who are not native speakers
of English or graduates of o United States
undergraduate or praduate institution must submit a
Test of Knglish as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score
{(minimem score of 323 paper-based or 71 Interngt-
bascd), Michigan English Language Assessment
Battery (MELAB) test score (minimum score of 74),
International English Language Testing System
(IELTSY score (minimum score of 6.5), PTE
Acadenmic (minimam score o §3), International Test
of English Proficiency (ITEP) score (minimum score
ol 4.5), E.L.S instruction (completion of level 112),
or International English Tnstitute (EENY instroction
(completion of level 6 inall course arcas offered) as a
demonstratton of English proficiency in order o be
admitted to graduate studies at MTELL Note that
gertain programs may require higher standards, so




For mformation o IELTS testing, visit please consult the program coordinator for more
www.iells.ore/contact_us.aspx information.
A8 s www

For imformation on

For irformation on TOEFL testing, visit
www.ets. org/tocf]

For information on MELAB testing, visit
‘ idgeMichizan.org

For information on TELTS testing, visit
www ielis org/eontact us.aspx

For information an PTE Academic, visit
WWW.pearsonple.com

Foe information iTEP testing , visit
s FLEPexam.com

For information on B.L.S., visit wwy
For information on TEL visit www,ig]

Is/ecl/on
du

3. Intended implementation date for program change:  Fall 2017

6. For terminations, date phase-out period will end: NA

7. [Fany new costs are anticipated, attach the THEC Financial Projections Form.
No new costs are anticipated.

8. Describe the anticipated impact for students, persomnel, fiscal resources, and olher clientele.

This change is expected 1o serve to increase the number of effective methods that international
students may usc to demonstrate English language proficiency and to make these methods more
consistent between the undergraduate and graduate options, Including iTEP as an option, this low cost
proficiency test is expected to enhance applications (rom developing nations, while PTE Academic
offers the convenience of a single commaon testing sight for both it and the GRE, UMELL has ceased to
exist, but has elfectively been replaced by MELAB. Finally, partnering with 11, a local English
training program already aceepted at the undergraduate level at Middle Tennessee State University, will
provide another local avenue to capture international students and increase diversity in the graduate
programs at Middle Tennessee State University. None of this will require additional fiscal or personnel
resources at MTSU, and some of these options will reduce the {iscal demand upon applicants,



