




THE GOAL OF THIS 
PROJECT IS TO OFFER 

A CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
OPPORTUNITY TO ALL 

MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
STUDENTS

TCA 2-6-201 (2) ….. If a voter 

is enrolled as a full time 

student in an accredited 

college, university or similar 

accredited institution of 

learning in this state which is 

outside the county where the 

voter is registered. This 

provision also applies to the 

spouse of the student who 

resides with the student.



PUBLIC CHAPTER NO. 768



WHAT EXACTLY ARE 
CONVENIENT VOTE CENTERS?

• They are polling locations throughout the county that any voter can 
appear to        .  It does not matter where you live within Rutherford 
County.

• Convenient Vote Centers is a concept that we use during early voting. 
It utilizes technology to tabulate your vote in your proper precinct. By 
doing this, it allows you to vote at any location, thus making voting 
more convenient.

• If a voter has a change of address, Vote Centers allow the voter to 
change their address and VOTE at that location on Election Day. In the 
past, the voter had to go to a fail safe center to make these changes. 



MTSU CAMPUS REPORT 
ON  2012 & 2016 VOTING 

DATA

• National Study of over 

1,000 colleges and 

universities.

• A signature initiative of 

the Institute for 

Democracy and Higher 

Education.



Tennessee 

experienced a near 

record voter 

turnout in 2016 but 

we only saw a .5% 

increase over 2012.

Well below 

average 

compared to 

all 1,000+ 

institutions



Educating 

students on the 

Absentee Voting 

process will 

generate 

significant 

improvement



Following National Trend



Generating a 

higher level of 

awareness with 

incoming freshman 

would improve our 

overall level of 

engagement



2016 compared to 2012

Largest Increase by Major  

English +7.3%

Mass Com +5.6%

Largest decline of voters by major

Family & Human Sciences      -7.9%

Social Services -6.3%





How Can WE Improve Student Civic Engagement? 

 MTSU Board of Trustees create a culture of importance by 

establishing a university platform for civic engagement to be 

utilized by students 

 Instruct the University Marketing and Communications Office 

to engage with the Rutherford County Election staff to 

develop True Blue Civic Engagement programming, 

messaging, collateral materials and most importantly, 

implement information into existing university platforms.  

Creating awareness and visibility via social media, web based 

applications, banners, and posters promoting civic 

engagement that display how to participate. 



 We would have an election official at each 

CUSTOMS session to register in person any 

incoming student (in RuCo or another TN 

county) to vote at the time the student gets 

their student ID.  This would satisfy the 

requirements within TCA § 2-2-115 (b) (7)

 Election Commission staff would work with 

MTSU Student Government or a student 

organization at determined time periods 

during a state and federal election to create 

awareness by reminding and educating 

students of important dates and deadlines in 

the absentee voting process.  

How Can WE Improve Student Civic Engagement?- Continued 
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SAMPLE QR CODE



THE ABSENTEE PROCESS 

IS SIMPLE AND EASY



STEP ONE
Register to Vote / 

Vote In-Person



Tennessee Voter Registration Awareness Campaign 



STEP TWO

Fill out 

Absentee 

Ballot 

Request 

Form





STEP THREE

Student would submit their 

Absentee Ballot Request form by 

U.S. Mail or e-mail to the proper 

County Election Commission in the 

county where they are registered 

starting 90 days before an Election, 

but NO later than 7 days before



IMPORTANT ABSENTEE VOTING 
DATES FOR TENNESSEE

May 1st, 2018 – County Primary Election

First day to request an Absentee Ballot: January 31st, 2018

Last day to receive an Absentee Request:  April 24th, 2018

August 2nd, 2018 – State & Federal Primary 

County General Election 

First day to request an Absentee Ballot: May 4th, 2018

Last day to receive an Absentee Request: July 26th, 2018

November 6th, 2018 – General Election

First day to request an Absentee Ballot: August 8th, 2018

Last day to receive an Absentee Request: October 30th, 2018


