

RESTORATION AND EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY LITERATURE





              READING LIST

Addison, Joseph, Spectator essays: 1, 2 (Steele); Tragedy: 39, 40, 42, 44, 548; Pleasures of the 

Imagination: 409-421; True and False Wit: 58-63; Milton:  267, 273, 279, 285, 291, 

297.  News: 49 (Steele), 262, 452; Economics: 3, 21, 55, 69, 82 (Steele), 174 (Steele), 

218 (Steele) , 450 (Steele); Gender: 16, 66 (Steele), 73, 119, 128, 154 (Steele), 156 

(Steele), 275, 281; “A Letter from Italy,” “The Campaign,” “An Account of the 

Greatest English Poets.”

Akenside, Mark, “The Pleasures of the Imagination,” “To the Country Gentlemen of 

England.”

Anstey, Christopher, The New Bath Guide.

Astell, Mary, A Serious Proposal to the Ladies (selections), Some Reflections Upon Marriage 

(selections).

Austen, Jane, Pride and Prejudice, Emma, Mansfield Park, Persuasion, Sense and Sensibility.

Baillie, Joanna, De Monfort, Count Basil.

Barbauld, Anna Laetitia, Eighteen Hundred and Eleven, “Washing-Day,” “The Mouse’s Petition 

to Dr. Priestley,” “Against Inconstancy in our Expectations,” “On Prejudice,” “A 

Summer Evening’s Meditation,” “To Mr. Barbauld,” “The Rights of Women.”

Beattie, James, “The Minstrel.”

Beckford, William,  Vathek.

Behn, Aphra, The Lucky Chance, Sir Patient Fancy, The Rover, Oroonoko; or, The Royal Slave, Love 

Letters Between a Nobleman and His Sister, “The Invitation,” “The Disappointment,” 

“To Alexis in Answer to his Poem against Fruition,” “To Lysander, On Some 

Verses He Writ,” “To the Fair Clarinda, Who Made Love to Me, Imagined More 

than Woman.”

Berkeley, George, Three Dialogues between Hylas and Philonus, A Treatise concerning the Principles of 

Human Knowledge.

Blair, Robert, “The Grave.”

Blake, William, Songs of Innocence, Songs of Experience, “The Marriage of Heaven and Hell.”

Boswell, James, London Journal, The Life of Samuel Johnson, LL.D. (selections), A Journal of a 

Tour of the Hebrides with Dr. Samuel Johnson (selections), letters (selections).

Brooke, Frances, The History of Emily Montague, The Excursion.

Bunyan, John, The Pilgrim’s Progress.

Burke, Edmund, Reflections on the Revolution in France, A Philosophical Inquiry into the Origin of Our 

Ideas of the Sublime and Beautiful, Thoughts on the Cause of the Present Discontents, Speech on 

Moving Resolutions for Conciliation with the Colonies.

Burns, Robert, “To a mouse,” “Holy Willie’s Prayer,” “Tam O’Shanter,” “Green Grow the 

Rashes,” “Ae Fond Kiss,” “For A’  That And A’ That,” “A Red, Red Rose,” “Scots, 

Wha Hae,” “To a Mountain Daisy,” “The Cotter’s Saturday Night,” “Duncan 

Gray,” “My Heart’s in the Highlands,” “Is there for Honest Poverty,” “Address to 

the Deil.”

Burney, Frances, Evelina, The Witlings.

Butler, Samuel, Hudibras.

Centlivre, Susanna, A Bold Stroke for a Wife, The Busie Body.
Charke, Charlotte Cibber, A Narrative of the Life of Mrs. Charlotte Charke (selections).

Chatterton, Thomas, “Aella: A Tragycal Enterlude,” “An Excelente Balade of Charitie,” “To 

Horace Walpole,” “Bristowe Tragedie: or the Dethe of Syr Charles Bawdin.”

Churchill, Charles, Gotham, The Times, The Rosciad, The Prophecy of Famine: A Scots Pastoral, The 

Candidate.

Cleland, John, Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure.

Collier, Jeremy, A Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage (selections).

Collier, Mary, “The Woman’s Labour. An Epistle to Mr. Stephen Duck.”

Collins, William, “Ode on the Poetical Character,” “Ode to Evening,” “Ode on the Popular 

Superstitions of the Highlands of Scotland,” Persian Eclogues, “Ode to Pity,” “Ode to 

Simplicity,” “Ode Written in the Beginning of the Year 1746,” “Ode on the Death 

of Mr. Thomson,” “Ode to Liberty.”

Congreve, William, The Way of the World.

Cooper, Anthony Ashley, Earl of Shaftesbury, Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times 

(selections).

Cowley, Hannah, The Belle’s Stratagem.

Cowper, William, “Lines Written During a Period of Insanity,” “The Cast-Away,” “On the 

Death of Mrs. Throckmorton’s Bullfinch,” The Task (selections), Olney Hymns (15, 

35, 38), “On the Receipt of my Mother’s Picture,” “Verses Supposed to be Written 

by Alexander Selkirk,” “Yardley Oak,” “The Negro’s Complaint,” “Epistle on a 

Hare.”

Crabbe, George, “The Village,” “The Parish Register.”

Defoe, Daniel, Robinson Crusoe, Moll Flanders, Roxana, A Journal of the Plague Year, The 

Complete English Tradesman (selections), “The Shortest Way with Dissenters.”

Denham, Sir John, “Cooper’s Hill.”

Dryden, John, “Absalom and Achitophel,” “Mac Flecknoe”, “To… Anne Killegrew,” 

“Alexander’s Feast,” “To the Memory of Mr. Oldham,” “Religio Laici or a Layman’s 

Faith. A Poem,” “A Song for St. Cecilia’s Day,” Of Dramatick Poesie: An Essay; A 

Discourse concerning the Original and Progress of Satire, All For Love or Marriage a la Mode, 

Aureng-Zebe, selected prologues and epilogues, translation of Virgil’s Aeneid 

(selections), Fables (selections), The Hind and the Panther (selections).

Duck, Stephen, “The Thresher’s Labour.”

Dyer, John, “Grongar Hill,” The Fleece (selections).

Edgeworth, Maria, Castle Rackrent, Belinda, The Absentee, Letters For Literary Ladies.

Equiano, Olaudah, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano.

Etherege, George, The Man of Mode.

Evelyn, John, Diary (selections).

Farquhar, George, The Beaux’ Stratagem or The Recruiting Officer.

Ferguson, Adam, An Essay on the History of Civil Society.

Fielding, Henry, Tom Jones, Joseph Andrews, Amelia, Shamela, Jonathan Wild, The covent Garden 

Journal (selections).
Fielding, Sarah, The Adventures of David Simple.

Finch, Anne, Countess of Winchilsea, “The Introduction,” “Clarinda’s Indifference at 

Parting with Her Beauty,” “A Sigh,” “To the Nightingale,” “A Nocturnal Reverie,” 

“To Mr. Pope,” “The Spleen: A Pindaric Poem,” “The Petition for an Absolute 

Retreat,” “Life’s Progress.”

Gay, John, The Beggar’s Opera, The Shepherd’s Week, “The Toilette. A Town Eclogue,” Trivia, 

Fables (selections). 

Gibbon, Edward, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire (selections; chapters 

15, 24), Memoirs (excerpts).

Godwin, William, Caleb Williams.

Goldsmith, Oliver, “The Deserted Village,” “The Traveler,” The Vicar of Wakefield, She Stoops 

to Conquer, “An Essay on the Theater; or, A Comparison Between Laughing and 

Sentimental Comedy.”

Grainger, James, The Sugar Cane.

Gray, Thomas, “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard,” “The Bard: A Pindaric Ode,” 

“Sonnet on the Death of Richard West,” “Ode on a Distant Prospect of Eton 

College,” “Ode on the Death of a Favorite Cat, Drowned in a Tub of Gold Fishes,” 

“Hymn to Adversity,” “The Progress of Poesy,” “Ode on the Spring,” “On Lord 

Holland’s Seat near Margate, Kent,” letters (selections).

Griffith, Elizabeth, The Delicate Distress.

Hamilton, Elizabeth, Translations of the Letters of a Hindoo Rajah, Letters of a Modern Philosopher.
Hays, Mary, Memoirs of Emma Courtney, The Victim of Prejudice.
Haywood, Eliza, Love in Excess or The History of Miss Betsy Thoughtless, The Female Spectator 

(selections).

Hobbes, Thomas, Leviathan (selections).

Hogarth, William, A Rake’s Progress, Marriage a la Mode.
Hume, David, “Of the Standard of Taste,” “Of National Characters,” “Of Commerce,” “Of 

Refinement in the Arts,” “Of the Balance of Trade,” “Of the Middle Station of 

Life,” “Of Public Credit,” Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding (esp. sections 6, 7, 

8, 10, 11); “My Own Life,” “Of the Liberty of the Press.”

Inchbald, Elizabeth, A Simple Story, Lovers’ Vows, I’ll Tell you What
Johnson, Samuel, Rasselas, “Preface to The Plays of William Shakespeare,” “Preface to A 

Dictionary of the English Language,” “The Vanity of Human Wishes,” “On the Death of 

Dr. Robert Levet,” “London,” Lives of the English Poets (Milton, Dryden, Swift, Pope, 

Addison, Cowley, Thomson, Gray, Savage), The Rambler (4, 5, 60, 170-71, 207), The 

Idler (31, 84, 97), A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland (selections), “Taxation No 

Tyranny,” “The False Alarm,” “The Patriot,” selection of his letters, reviews.

“Junius,” Stat Nominis Umbra (selections).

Leapor, Mary, “Dorinda at her Glass,” “An Epistle to a Lady,” “Man the Monarch,” 

“Crumble-Hall,” “An Epistle to Artemisia.”

Lee, Sophia, The Recess.

Lennox, Charlotte, The Female Quixote.

Lewis, Matthew, The Monk.

Lillo, George, The London Merchant.

Locke, John, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding (selections); An Essay Concerning the 

True Original, Extent and End of Civil Government (Second Treatise of Government, 

selections).

Mackenzie, Henry, The Man of Feeling or The Man of the World.

Macpherson, James, Fingal, Fragments of Ancient Poetry.

Malthus, Thomas, An Essay on the Principle of Population (selections).

Mandeville, Bernard, The Fable of the Bees.

Manley, Delarivier, The New Atalantis.

Montagu, Lady Mary Wortley, The Turkish Embassy Letters, “To the Imitator of the First 

Satire of the Second Book of Horace,” “The Lover: A Ballad,” “Epistle from Mrs. 

Yonge to her Husband,” Simplicity, A Comedy.

Moore, Hannah, “Sensibility,” “Slavery, A Poem,” “Village Politics,” “The Riot.”

Otway, Thomas, Venice Preserved.

Paine, Thomas, selections from Common Sense, The Rights of Man, and The Age of Reason.

Parnell, Thomas, “A Night-Piece on Death,” “Oft have I read.”

Pennington, Sarah, An Unfortunate Mother’s Advice to Her Absent Daughters.

Pepys, Samuel, Diary (selections; The Plague Year, The Fire of London).

Percy, Thomas, Reliques of Ancient English Poetry (selections).

Philips, Ambrose, “A Winter-Piece.”

Philips, John, “The Splendid Shilling.”

Philips, Katherine, “Friendship’s Mystery: To my dearest Lucasia,” “Content: To My dearest 

Lucasia,” “The World,” “The Soul.”

Piozzi, Hester Lynch [Thrale], Thraliana, The Piozzi Letters (selections).

Pomfret, John, “The Choice.”

Pope, Alexander, An Essay on Criticism, translations of The Iliad and The Odyssey (selections), 

The Dunciad, The Rape of the Lock, “Windsor-Forest,” “Eloisa to Abelard,” An Essay on 

Man, “An Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot,” “Pastorals,” “Elegy to the Memory of an 

Unfortunate Lady,” “The Universal Prayer,” Moral Essays, several of the imitations 

of Horace.

Prior, Matthew, “To a Child of Quality,” “A Song: If wine and music,” “To Cloe Weeping,” 

“A Better Answer,” “An Ode: The merchant to secure his treasure,” “Down Hall; A 

Ballad,” “For His own Epitaph,” “An Epitaph,” “On a Pretty Madwoman,” “A 

Reasonable Affliction,” “Jinny the Just,” selections from Alma.

Radcliffe, Anne, The Italian, The Mysteries of Udolpho.
Reynolds, Joshua, Discourses on Art (especially 3, 6, 7, 8, 11, 13), “Ironic Discourse.”
Richardson, Samuel, Pamela, Clarissa.

Robertson, William,The History of the Discovery and Settlement of America (selections).
Robinson, Mary, “The Haunted Beach,” “London’s Summer Morning,”, “January, 1795.”

Rowe, Nicholas, The Tragedy of Jane Shore.

Sancho, Ignatius, Letters of the Late Ignatius Sancho, An African.

Savage, Richard, “The Wanderer.”
Scott, Sarah, The History of Sir George Ellison or A Description of Millenium Hall.

Seward, Anna, various sonnets, “Colebrooke Dale.”

Shenstone, William, “The Schoolmistress,” “A Pastoral Ballad.”

Sheridan, Frances,  Memoirs of Miss Sidney Bidulph, The Discovery, The Dupe, A Journey to Bath.
Sheridan, Richard Brinsley, The School for Scandal or The Rivals or The Critic.

Smart, Christopher, “A Song to David,” Jubilate Agno (“my cat Jeoffry”).

Smith, Adam, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of The Wealth 

of Nations (selections).

Smith, Charlotte, The Young Philosopher, selections from The Emigrants, various sonnets.
Smollett, Tobias, The Expedition of Humphry Clinker, The Adventures of Roderick Random.

Stanhope, Philip Dormer, Earl of Chesterfield, Letters to His Son (selections).
Steele, Richard, The Conscious Lovers.

Sterne, Laurence, The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, A Sentimental Journey through France 

and Italy by Mr. Yorick

Swift, Jonathan, Gulliver’s Travels, “A Modest Proposal,” A Tale of a Tub, A Journal to Stella 

(selections), “A Description of a City Shower,” “A Description of the Morning,” 

“Stella’s Birthday, 1719,” “Stella’s Birthday, 1727,” “The Lady’s Dressing Room,” 

“Verses on the Death of Dr. Swift, D.S.P.D.,” “A Beautiful Young Nymph Going 

to Bed,” “The Conduct of the Allies,” “An Argument Against Abolishing 

Christianity,” “On Poetry: A Rhapsody,” “The Progress of Poetry.”

Thomson, James, The Seasons (“Winter”), The Castle of Indolence, “Hymn on Solitude,” “Rule 

Britannia.”

Vanbrugh, Sir John, The Relapse.

Villiers, George, Second Duke of Buckingham, The Rehearsal.

Walpole, Horace, The Castle of Otranto, The Mysterious Mother, Hieroglyphic Tales, letters 

(selections).
Warton, Joseph, “The Enthusiast: or, The Lover of Nature,” “Ode to Evening,” “Ode to 

Solitude,” “The Dying Indian.” 

Warton, Thomas, Senior, “Retirement: An Ode,” “An Invocation to a Water Nymph.”

Warton, Thomas, Junior, “The Pleasures of Melancholy,” “The Grave of King Arthur,” 

“Sonnet: To the River London,” “Verses on Sir Joshua Reynolds’s Painted 

Window.”

Watts, Isaac, “The Adventurous Muse,” “The Day of Judgment.”

Wesley, Charles, “For Christmas Day,” “For Easter Day,” “A Morning Hymn,” “Wrestling 

Jacob,” “In Temptation,” “O Thou who Camest from Above.”

Wilkes, John, North Briton 45 (April 23, 1763).

Wilmot, John, Earl of Rochester, “A Satyr Against Reason and Mankind,”  “Against 

Constancy,” “The Disabled Debauchee,” “Upon Nothing,” “The Imperfect 

Enjoyment,” “On King Charles;” “Love a Woman? You’re an Ass!”

Wollstonecraft, Mary, A Vindication of the Rights of Women, Letters Written during a Short 

Residence in Sweden, Norway, and Denmark, The Wrongs of Woman, Mary.
Wycherley, William, The Country-Wife; The Plain-Dealer.

Yearsley, Anne, “A Poem on the Inhumanity of the Slave-Trade,” “Clifton Hill,” “To Stella; 

on a Visit to Mrs. Montagu.”

Young, Edward, The Complaint, or Night Thoughts on Life, Death and Immortality (selections), 

Conjectures on Original Composition.

Some (Mostly) French Writers:
Charriere, Isabelle de, Letters of Mrs. Henley.

Diderot, Denis, Rameau’s Nephew, The Nun, D’Alembert’s Dream, Salons (selections), “In Praise 

of Richardson,” “The Paradox of the Actor,” Encyclopedie (selections), Jacques the 

Fatalist and His Master, Supplement to Bougainville’s Voyage. 

Graffigny, Francoise de, Letters from a Peruvian Woman.

Laclos, Pierre Choderlos de, Dangerous Liaisons. 

La Mettrie, Julian Offray de, Man A Machine. 

Lesage, Alain-Rene, The Adventures of Gil Blas of Sasntillane (translated by Tobias Smollett).

Marivaux, Pierre Carlet de, The Indigent Philosopher.

Montesquieu, Charles-Louis de Secondat, baron de, Persian Letters, On the Spirit of Laws 

(selections).

Prevost, Antoine-Francois, Manon Lescaut.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, Reveries of the Solitary Walker, Julie, or the New Heloise, Letter to M. 

d’Alembert on the Theater, Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men, 

Emile, Confessions, The Social Contract.

Sade, Marquis de, Justine, Juliette.

Stael, Germaine de, Corinne, or Italy.

Volney, Constantin Francois, Ruins.

Voltaire (Francois-Marie Arouet), Philosophical Dictionary (selections), Candide, The Age of Louis 

XIV (selections),  Letters on England (translation of Lettres Philosophiques), 

“Micromegas.”

A Sprinkling of Germans:
Kant, Immanuel,  Critique of Judgment.

Lessing, Gotthold Ephraim, Laocoon: An Essay Upon the Limits of Painting and Poetry.

