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Tennessee Ginseng Program 



Why is American Ginseng Regulated? 

] Wild American ginseng is one of many plant and animal species protected 
under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora of 1973 (CITES). The United States and 145 other nations 
have signed the Convention that went into effect on July 1, 1975. 
 
] The objective of the Convention is to monitor, control, and restrict, as 
necessary, the international trade of certain wild plant and animal species to 
prevent adverse impacts to their populations and to insure the continued 
existence of those species in their natural habitat. 

] Ginseng root is exported in larger volumes than any other native CITES plant 
species. The majority of American ginseng harvested is exported to China and 
Hong Kong. In the United States, the harvest of wild American ginseng for 
international trade began in the mid-1700s. Today, the harvest continues to have 
strong economic and cultural importance to many communities in the United 
States and to American Indian tribes.  

 



American Ginseng Management in the United States  
] The Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has been delegated the  
U.S. CITES scientific and management authority since the treaty 
went into effect in 1975. The Service established a joint ginseng 
management program with all of the states that have ginseng 
populations in order to monitor and regulate ginseng harvest and 
commerce, and meet the CITES requirements. The Tennessee 
Ginseng Program was established in 1978 in the Department of 
Conservation. 

] Before a CITES export permit can be issued for ginseng, the Service must 
determine whether the ginseng roots were legally acquired and whether further 
exports will be  detrimental to the species’ survival. The states have to send an 
annual report with the harvest and export information. Without the annual 
approval of the Service, a ban would be placed on the export of wild 
ginseng from Tennessee.  



Distribution of  Panax quinquefolius 

NatureServe. 2014. NatureServe Explorer: An online encyclopedia of life 
[web application]. Version 7.1. NatureServe, Arlington, Virginia. Available 
http://explorer.natureserve.org. (Accessed: November 18, 2014 ).  
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Smokey Mountain Money 

Threats to the Species: 
v The McCoys 
v Not obeying ginseng laws in 

each State     
v Digging for commercial sale 
v Cutting and clearing of 

original forest habitats 
v Inappropriate  forest  
     management  



September 1 

] Ginseng Harvest and Buying Season Opens 

December 31 

] Ginseng Harvest Season Closes 

March 31 

] Ginseng Buying Season Closes 

April 30 
] All completed Export Certificates, weight Certificates and Root 
per Pound Logs due by April 30 from All State Parks 

May 31 
] Annual Report for Tennessee Ginseng Program is due from 
DNA to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Ginseng Program Annual Timeline 



Cultivated Ginseng 

] grown as a crop “artificially 
propagated” by sowing seeds and 
consists of 2 types in Tennessee:  

] Woods-grown – sown under 
natural shade in prepared beds and 
may require use of fertilizers and 
pesticides 

] Cultivated – sown under 
artificial shade in prepared beds 
and often requires the use of 
fertilizers and pesticides     

woods-grown ginseng 



Ginseng Harvest Season Laws In TN 
] Wild Ginseng Harvest Season –September 1 to December 31 

- Wild ginseng cannot be dug for the purpose of sale                        
or export outside of this season 

] Collect only plants with three (3) or more                      prongs 
(leaves) and red berries 

] Do not collect plants with green berries 

] Replant the ripe (red) berries at the collection site 

] A permit is not required to dig wild or cultivated                 
ginseng, but landowner permission must be obtained                      
to enter property and dig ginseng 

] Violations are punishable by fines of up to $500.00 and forfeiture 
of all illegally obtained ginseng 



Tennessee Ginseng Dealer Laws 
] To buy ginseng for resale or to 
transport ginseng across state lines 
one MUST have a state ginseng 
dealer permit. 
 

] Required by federal law, but the 
permit is issued by each individual 
state. 
 

] A permit becomes effective on 
September 1 (or date of issuance 
thereafter) of each year and will be 
good and valid through August 31st 
of the next year. 
 

] The fee for registration in 
Tennessee is $250.00 per year  

wild American ginseng 



September 1 

] Ginseng Harvest and Buying Season Opens 

December 31 

] Ginseng Harvest Season Closes 

March 31 

] Ginseng Buying Season Closes 
April 30 
 

] All completed Export Certificates, weight Certificates and Root per Pound 
May 31 
 

] Annual Report for Tennessee Ginseng Program is due from TDEC to the      
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

Ginseng Program Annual Timeline 



] To move ginseng out of the state, one 
must have a DEALER PERMIT and an 
EXPORT CERTIFICATE  

] Moving ginseng out of the state 
without an Export Certificate is a 
violation of federal law 

] In order for an Export Certificate to 
be issued, the dealer must bring the 
following items to a State Park certifier: 

ü   Ginseng  

ü   Purchase Receipt Books 

ü   Dealer Permit 

ü   Scale used to weigh ginsengA 
One-pound sample of roots must be 
counted for the Roots-Per-Pound 
Record 



Ginseng Program in Tennessee 
] Since 1978, the mean weight of wild ginseng harvested in 
Tennessee amounts to roughly 12000 pounds per year 



Enforcement of Ginseng Laws   







Questions? 

 
 

https://www.tn.gov/environment/
program-areas/na-natural-areas/na-

ginseng-program.html 


