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Lyrics by Francis Scott Key                                                                                                                 Music by John Stafford Smith

O     say,   can    you     see         by the  dawn's ear-ly     light   what so  proud  -  ly    we

hailed    at  the twi-light's last    gleam -  ing?  Whose broad stripes and bright    stars             thro'   the 

per -  il  -  ous     fight          o'er the  ram  -  parts we      watched      were  so   gal   -   lant   -    ly 

stream-ing?  And the   rock - ets'    red       glare,      the bombs burst-ing     in        air,               gave     

proof  thro' the    night      that our  flag was still    there.      O      say,  does  that     star - spang -  l'd

ban -  ner      yet      wave       o'er the  land       of  the  free     and the home of  the    brave?

C                                  Am         E         Am            D       G                     C

G                     C                                                                                                    Am                E

Am           D        G                           C                             G                                C

G7

C                       G                         C              D        G                   C                          F                    A7

Dm                          G                         C                                 Am  D    C            G7     C

The Star-Spangled Banner
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Summer Commencement
1 0 7 t h  A C A D E M I C  Y E A R

Saturday, August 11, 2018

10:00 a.m.

Murphy Athletic Center, Middle Tennessee State University

 Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Middle Tennessee State University has graduated 143,634 students since 

its inception in 1911. These students have received associate’s, bachelor’s, master’s, 

educational specialist, and doctoral degrees. Our first Doctor of Arts degrees 

were conferred on December 22, 1972, the first Educational Specialist degrees 

on December 20, 1974, the first Doctor of Philosophy degrees on May 10, 2003, 

and the first Doctor of Education degrees on August 6, 2016.

There have been 399 Doctor of Arts degrees, 1,899 Educational Specialist degrees, 

321 Doctor of Philosophy degrees, and 20 Doctor of Education degrees awarded.
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Processional: “Pomp and Circumstance” by Edward Elgar
Audience, please remain standing for the processional,

singing of the National Anthem, and moment of silence. 
Men, please remove hats for the singing of the National Anthem and the moment of silence.

National Anthem

Moment of Silence

Presiding .................................................................................. Dr. Sidney A. McPhee
President 

Commencement Address .......................................................................Dr. Joey Gray
2017–18 Faculty Senate President

Presentation of Candidates for Degrees ............................................. Dr. Mark Byrnes
University Provost 

Conferring of Degrees ...............................................................Dr. Sidney A. McPhee

Alma Mater .........................................................................Dr. Jennifer Vannatta-Hall
Associate Professor, School of Music

Recessional: “Hornpipe” from Water Music by G. F. Handel
Audience, please remain standing until the procession has left the arena floor.

Organist ......................................................................................... Mr. Joseph Walker

Program
Saturday, August 11, 2018

10:00 a.m.
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Announcing the Graduates..................................................Dr. Jennifer Vannatta-Hall

Ms. Kristi Shamburger
Associate Professor, Department of Theatre and Dance

Assisting with Diplomas ...................................................................Ms. Jaye Kiblinger
Executive Aide, Department of Marketing

Commencement Marshal
Dr. Laurie Witherow

Associate Vice Provost for Admissions and Enrollment Services

Heralds
Ms. Yvonne Elliott, Ms. Anne Ford, Mr. Tyler Henson, 

Ms. Sherry Preston, and Ms. Pat Thomas

Commercial photographers will photograph each diploma presentation. These pictures will be available to 
graduates for purchase. No additional photography will be allowed on the floor of Murphy Center.
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Platform Party
Saturday, August 11, 2018

Dr. Sidney A. McPhee
 President

Dr. Mark Byrnes
 University Provost

Dr. Joey Gray
 2017–18 Faculty Senate President

Mr. Alan Thomas
 Vice President for Business and Finance

Mr. William J. Bales
 Vice President for 
 University Advancement

Mr. Bruce Petryshak
 Vice President for Information
 Technology and Chief 
 Information Officer

Dr. Debra K. Sells
 Vice President for Student Affairs
 and Vice Provost for Enrollment 
 and Academic Services

Mr. Andrew Oppmann 
 Vice President for Marketing 
 and Communications

Dr. Cheryl B. Torsney
 Vice Provost for Faculty Affairs

Dr. David L. Butler
 Vice Provost for Research and
 Dean, College of Graduate Studies

Dr. Richard Sluder
 Vice Provost for Student Success and
 Dean, University College 

Dr. Robert Fischer
 Dean, College of Basic and
 Applied Sciences 

Dr. Harold Whiteside 
 Dean, College of Behavioral
 and Health Sciences

Dr. David Urban
 Dean, Jones College of Business

Dr. Lana Seivers
 Dean, College of Education

Dr. Karen Petersen
 Dean, College of Liberal Arts

Mr. Kenneth A. Paulson
 Dean, College of Media 
 and Entertainment

Dr. John R. Vile
 Dean, University Honors College

Ms. Bonnie Allen
 Dean, James E. Walker Library
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Board of Trustees
Mr. W. Andrew Adams
 Former Chair and CEO, National 
  Healthcare Corp.
 Former CEO, National Health Investors and
  National Health Realty, Inc.

Mr. J.B. Baker
 Owner and CEO, Sprint Logistics

Mr. Pete DeLay
 Executive, Forterra Building Products 
 Nashville Office

Mr. Darrell Freeman Sr.
 Vice Chair
 Executive Chair, Zycron Inc.

Mr. Joey A. Jacobs
 Chair and CEO, Acadia Healthcare

Ms. Christine Karbowiak
 Chief Administrative Officer, Chief Risk 
 Officer, Executive Vice President, and 
 Vice Chair, Board of Directors, 
 Bridgestone Americas

Mr. Stephen B. Smith
 Chair 
 Chair of the Board, Haury and 
  Smith Contractors Inc.

Ms. Pamela J. Wright
 Founder, Wright Travel

Dr. Tony V. Johnston
 Faculty Trustee
 Professor, School of Agriculture

Mr. Peyton Tracy
 Student Trustee
 Master’s Candidate, Business Administration

Alumni Association President
On behalf of the Middle Tennessee State University National Alumni Association, I congratulate 
you on joining a very special group. With today’s ceremony, you move from being a student to 
joining more than 140,000 MTSU alumni. As an alum, you are a vital part of the Middle Tennessee 
State University family. We count on you to represent us to this nation and the world. We hope 
that your experiences as a student will serve you well in the future.

Always be proud of your alma mater and stay connected to your University. To be involved in the 
Alumni Association, please contact the Office of Alumni Relations at 1-800-533-MTSU (6878) or 
visit mtalumni.com. 

Welcome to the future and to your National Alumni Association.

Guy Wilson (’77)
President, MTSU National Alumni Association Board, 2018–19
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Dr. Joey Gray 
2017–18 Faculty Senate President

Program Director, Leisure, Sport, and Tourism Studies
Associate Professor, Department of Health and Human Performance

Dr. Joey Gray is an associate professor and program director of Leisure, Sport, 
and Tourism Studies in the Department of Health and Human Performance. She 
received her Ph.D. in Leisure Behavior from Indiana University, her master’s 
degree in Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Management from North Carolina State 
University, and her bachelor’s degree from Averett University. A faculty member 
at MTSU since 2006, Gray focuses her research primarily on pedagogy in Leisure 
Studies and gender issues in Leisure.

Gray’s dedication to teaching is marked by a history of student engagement 
and a few awards along the way. Her most prized honor to date is the MTSU 
Outstanding Teaching Award she received in 2017. While at Indiana University, 
Gray also received the Trustees’ Teaching Award. She has been acknowledged 
by students as a dedicated teacher throughout her career. Gray says the most 

rewarding part of teaching is when students say that she has made a difference in their lives. Asked about her 
dedication to students she said, “I once hunted down a student when she dropped out of school. We had a 
connection, and I knew she needed a nudge every now and then. She was one of my first students in 2006–07 
and graduated in May 2015.” Among her students, she is well known for her sense of humor, accessibility, and 
devoted mentorship. 

Active in the MTSU community, Gray is the outgoing president of the Faculty Senate and serves as a member of 
the Honors faculty, graduate faculty, and EXL and MT Engage programs. 

Commencement Speaker
Saturday, August 11, 2018
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Originally a medieval knight’s weapon, the mace evolved 
into a symbol of royal scepters in various crown jewel 
collections. Large versions of the scepter have come to 
represent the power and authority of institutions such as 
our University. The mace measures 50 inches in length 
and is made of Tennessee cherry wood embellished with 
sterling silver and lapis lazuli. The Tennessee flower, the 
iris, denotes the public the University serves who, by 
their loyalty, give it strength and power. The leaves form 
a crown to symbolize the ennobling achievements of our 
graduates. Tennessee fresh water pearls, the official state 
gem, suggest the inestimable value of inquiring minds. 
The streamer on the wooden shaft carries the names by 
which the University has been known since its founding. 
The finial at the base of the mace is a stylized nut, 
representing the seed from which springs the mighty tree 
of those committed to lifelong learning.

The chain of office worn by the president is made of 
sterling silver. The lapis lazuli gems, mounted on scroll 
shapes, represent the colleges within the University. The 
knotted components depict the interdependence of 
knowledge and the various academic programs of MTSU. 
The lapis lazuli and sterling represent the University 
colors of blue and white. The Great Seal of the State of 
Tennessee embellishes the medallion suspended from 
the chain and represents the University as a state 
institution of higher learning.

These unique emblems of authority were designed and 
crafted by Professor Klaus Kallenberger, formerly of the Art 
Department. The mace and chain of office are a generous 
gift to the University from the MTSU Foundation.

Mace and Chain of Office
MACE BEARER

Dr. Rebekka King is an assistant professor in the 
Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies. She 
holds a Ph.D. from the University of Toronto, an M.A. 
from Queen’s University, and a B.A. from Bishop’s 
University. Prior to coming to MTSU, she was a 
postdoctoral fellow at the Candler School of Theology, 
Emory University.

King joined the MTSU faculty in 2013 and currently 
serves as director of the new Religious Studies B.A./B.S. 
program. She teaches courses on religion and public 
life, global Christianity, receptions of Jesus, women and 
gender studies, and ethnographic methods. Her research 
and publications focus on religious hybridity within 
contemporary North American Christianity. She also 
publishes and presents regularly at conferences on the 
topics of pedagogy and program design in regard to the 
academic study of religion.

King was recently elected the vice president of the 
North American Association for the Study of Religion 
and serves as co-chair of the American Academy of 
Religion’s Sociology of Religion program unit. She is an 
editor for Critical Research on Religion and a fellow of 
the Center for Critical Research on Religion in Boston. 
She has won numerous awards and is a recipient of the 
MTSU Outstanding Teaching Award, MTSU Outstanding 
EXL Faculty Award, MTSU Faculty Research and Creative 
Activity Award (twice), and most recently a “Teaching 
Against Islamophobia” Fellowship from the Wabash 
Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and 
Religion.
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Academic Regalia
The black gowns and colorful hoods traditionally worn at 
Middle Tennessee State University commencement 
ceremonies have their origins in the Middle Ages. 

A statute in England in 1321 required that all “Doctors, 
Licentiates, and Bachelors” wear gowns. In the second 
half of the 14th century, the statutes of certain colleges 
forbade “excess in apparel” and prescribed the wearing 
of a long gown. Scholars were often clerics as well, and 
they adopted costumes similar to those of monastic 
orders. While the special attire covered rank or social 
status, thus lending a uniform look to ceremonies, it also 
served another purpose: warmth in drafty, unheated 
buildings. 

As universities began to pass from the control of the 
church, colors often were added to the somber robes 
and hoods, eventually signifying the degree and 
specialization.

The cut of the gown, which is usually black, also varies 
with the degree held—pointed sleeves for the bachelor’s 
degree; long, closed sleeves with a slit in the arm for the 
master’s degree; and round, open sleeves for the 
doctoral degree. While the bache lor’s and master’s 
gowns have no ornamentation, the doctoral gown is 
faced down the front with velvet and has three velvet 
bars across the sleeves.

At Middle Tennessee, hoods are worn by holders of the 
master’s and doctor’s degrees, with the latter being 
longer. Hoods are lined with the official colors of the 
university that confers the degree; thus, holders of 
degrees from MTSU wear hoods lined in blue and white. 
The velvet edging on the hood, and often the velvet 
edging on the gown, represents the candidate’s major 
academic field. Often holders of the Doctor of 
Philosophy degree (Ph.D.) will be seen with hoods in 
dark blue instead of a color symbolic of their discipline. 
Further, the velvet bars on the sleeves may be either 
black or the same color as the discipline color of the 
hood. Colors associated with various subjects follow:

Agriculture - Maize
Arts, Letters, Humanities - White

Commerce, Accountancy, Business - Drab 
Criminal Justice - Midnight Blue

Economics - Copper
Education - Light Blue

Fine Arts - Brown
Home Economics - Maroon

Journalism - Crimson
Law - Purple

Library Science - Lemon
Music - Pink

Nursing - Apricot
Oratory (Speech) - Silver Gray

Philosophy - Dark Blue
Physical Education - Sage Green

Science - Golden Yellow
Social Work - Citrine

The black cap, either a mortarboard or a tam, is 
customarily worn. There is no general rule for the 
position of the tassel. In practice at Middle Tennessee 
State University, the tassel is worn on the right. It may 
be shifted to the left after the degree is awarded. Men 
may remove their caps during prayer, the playing of the 
alma mater, and the commencement address. 

Undergraduate honors graduates are distinguished by 
the stoles added to their gowns: gold for those 
graduating summa cum laude, 3.90 to 4.0 (overall grade 
point average); silver for magna cum laude, 3.75 to 3.89; 
and white for cum laude, 3.50 to 3.74. Graduates with 
University Honors wear blue and white cords and have 
completed at least 31 hours with a 3.25 average in the 
Honors program, a curriculum of special classes 
designed for superior students. Those who have 
maintained a minimum average of 3.65 in the Honors 
program are graduating with Distinction in University 
Honors. Undergraduate honors graduates and persons 
graduating with University Honors, along with those who 
have been commissioned as second lieutenants in the 
United States Army, are listed in this program after the 
degree recipients.

Some academic honor societies and programs may 
provide cords, ribbons, medallions, or lapel pins 
designating the achievement and involvement of 
their members.

Since 1993, graduates of the University Honors College 
have received the official Honors medallion in recognition 
of their final thesis defense and completion of special 
requirements of the college. The medallion itself is a 
replica of the official seal of the University Honors College 
and depicts a lighted torch, three Ionic columns, and a 
lightning bolt. Respectively, these symbolize the search for 
truth and knowledge, the stability and unwavering 
commitment to pursuing knowledge, and the flash of 
enlightenment or creative energy.
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Academic Banners
The banners carried and displayed at commencement 
represent the University: its nine colleges (Basic and 
Applied Sciences, Behavioral and Health Sciences, 
Business, Education, Liberal Arts, Media and 
Entertainment, Graduate Studies, University College, 
and University Honors); Walker Library; and Faculty 
Senate. The design and execution of the banners was a 
collaborative effort among Professor Janet Higgins, Art 
Department; her student Kristi Baughman; and Darrell 
Callis Burks, designer in Creative and Visual Services and 
2000 B.F.A. graduate. The colors used in each banner 
represent disciplines within the colleges. The University 
seal appears in the center of each banner, symbolizing 
that the whole is greater than any of its parts.

BANNER CARRIERS

College of Basic and Applied Sciences
Dr. Patricia Patterson is an associate professor in the 
Department of Chemistry. She earned her B.S. in 
Chemistry from Virginia State University and her M.S.E. 
in Macromolecular Science and Ph.D. in Macromolecular 
Science from Case Western Reserve University. She 
teaches K–8 pre-service teachers chemistry, physics, 
geology, and astronomy concepts in interactive student-
centered environments. She has provided in-service 
teacher opportunities as part of her numerous 
professional development grants. She has served as the 
MTSU Science Olympiad director since 2001. Patterson 
has received the MTSU Outstanding Teacher Award, 
MTSU Outstanding Public Service Award, and CBAS 
Faculty Service Award.

College of Behavioral and 
Health Sciences 
Ms. Dana L. Miller is a professor in the Department 
of Human Sciences. She has been with MTSU for 26 
years and since 2016 has served as the Human Sciences 
Department’s Interior Design program coordinator.
Miller received her undergraduate and graduate degrees 
in Interior Design from Eastern Kentucky University. 
She has practiced commercial interior design in Ohio, 
Tennessee, and Virginia. Her work has appeared in 
Contract and Interior Design magazines. Miller has 
presented on both a regional and national level and is 
a co-author of Textiles for Residential and Commercial 
Interiors. Areas of specialization include construction; 
interior finishes; building codes; ADA design; business 
practices; and office, hospitality, and retail design. 
The governor appointed Miller to serve as the interior 
design representative on the Tennessee State Board 
of Architectural and Engineering Examiners during 
2004–08. She is a member of the American Society 
of Interior Designers (ASID) and the Interior Design 
Educators Council. She has participated as an exam juror 
for the National Council for Interior Design Qualification 
(NCIDQ) licensing qualification exam. Miller is a NCIDQ 
certificate holder and a Tennessee Registered Interior 
Designer. She has been awarded the ASID Tennessee 
Chapter Education Award and the Education Award 
from the Tennessee Chapter of the International Interior 
Design Association. As one of the founding members of 
the Tennessee Interior Design Coalition, she participated 
in developing the Tennessee Interior Design Title Act 
of 1991.

Military veteran students are distinguished by specially 
designed red stoles and red, white, and blue cords in 
recognition of their admirable service to their country.

Experiential Learning Scholars are distinguished by blue, 
silver, and white cords. These scholars completed 
EXL-designated hands-on learning courses, an 
off-campus service activity, an on-campus service 
activity, and a portfolio of reflections on their EXL 
activities. The EXL program provides students with 
opportunities for hands-on experience, valuable 
networking, and an opportunity to explore career paths 
through real-world experience.

International students may wear colorful sashes that 
represent their country of origin. Each sash symbolizes, in 
color and design, their country’s flag.

Most American colleges and universities have adopted a 
uniform code. However, at any academic gathering, 
costumes often are worn that are not described by these 
guidelines. Some of these may be from foreign 
universities, others from American institutions that have 
preferred to remain with the European tradition of 
allowing each school to determine its own costume. 
Silver medallions worn by faculty denote 15 years of 
service, and gold medallions represent 25 years.
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Reconstruction to Present (University of Georgia Press, 
2008). Her work on the history of felon disfranchisement 
has been cited in numerous court cases, and recently she 
was one of 10 American historians who signed an amicus 
brief to the U.S. Supreme Court in Husted v. A. Philip 
Randolph Institute. Her most recent article, “Testimonial 
Incapacity and Criminal Defendants in the South,” will 
be published in Crime and Punishment in the Jim Crow 
South, forthcoming from the University of Illinois Press.

College of Graduate Studies

Dr. Frank P. Lambert has served as an assistant professor 
for the Master of Library Science (M.L.S.) program in 
the Womack Educational Leadership Department, 
College of Education, since 2016 and as the program 
coordinator of the M.L.S. program since 2017. Lambert 
earned his undergraduate (Honors B.A., History) and 
graduate (master’s and Ph.D. in Library and Information 
Science) degrees from the University of Western Ontario 
(UWO) in London, Ontario. Before coming to MTSU, 
Lambert served as an assistant professor at Kent State 
University’s School of Library and Information Science 
and UWO’s Faculty of Media Studies. He has published 
and presented his research in national and international 
scholarly journals and conferences. His research 
interests include community informatics, information 
organization, information literacy, and informetrics 
(the study of quantitative phenomena of information). 
Lambert teaches and has taught courses in information 
organization, research methods, and statistics at the 
master’s and doctoral levels, and information technology. 
Besides his service to MTSU through his work on various 
department and University committees, Lambert serves 
his community as a trustee on both the Rutherford 
County Library System and Stones River Regional 
Library boards. He also delivers workshops on Resource 
Description and Access (RDA) for Tennessee cataloging 
librarians and library technicians across the state.

College of Liberal Arts
Dr. Mei Han is associate professor in the MTSU School 
of Music and director of MTSU’s Center for Chinese 
Music and Culture. As an ethnomusicologist, she 
focuses her research on music of East Asia, the Chinese 
diaspora within North America, and contemporary 
music influenced by Asian philosophies. Han has 
published journal articles, book chapters, and entries 
for dictionaries in both English and Chinese. She works 
with students of all ages on learning Chinese musical 
instruments and ensemble performance. Han founded/
directed several Chinese music ensembles, including 
that of the University of British Columbia, University of 
Michigan, and Kenyon College in Ohio. She is also an 
internationally acclaimed concert artist on the zheng 

Jennings A. Jones College of Business
Dr. Jong-Sung Lee is an associate professor of 
Information Systems and Analytics in the Jones College 
of Business. He received his Ph.D. from Mississippi State 
University. Lee teaches Introduction to Business Analytics 
and Quantitative Methods Survey. He has received 
various awards at MTSU, including the Outstanding 
Achievement in Instructional Technology Award.

College of Education
Dr. Donald Snead, professor in the Womack Educational 
Leadership Department, earned his B.S. in Natural 
Science from Fort Valley State University, his M.Ed. in 
Curriculum and Instruction from Western Kentucky 
University, and his Ed.D. in Curriculum and Instruction
with an emphasis in science education from the 
University of Kentucky. He teaches undergraduate and 
graduate courses in the Womack Educational Leadership 
Department, is educational advisor for teacher education 
students seeking licensure to teach agriculture at the 
secondary level, and serves on the Teacher Education 
Admission Committee. Snead chairs doctoral dissertation 
committees. Three of his candidates have successfully 
graduated, and one is presently completing the research 
project. He has been an educator for 36 years, beginning 
as an eighth-grade math teacher in Georgia. Snead has 
been inducted into the Kentucky Distinguished Educators 
Cadre. He is an advocate for social constructivist 
teaching; thus, his research focuses on learning and 
teaching processes.

Faculty Senate
Dr. Pippa E. Holloway is a professor of history. She 
received a B.A. from the University of North Carolina, an 
M.A. from the University of North Carolina–Greensboro, 
and a Ph.D. from Ohio State University. Since coming 
to MTSU in 1999, she has taught graduate classes 
in 19th-century history, LGBT history, and historical 
research methods. Holloway also teaches U.S. History 
II as part of the General Education program. She has 
served as graduate director in the History Department 
and president of the MTSU chapter of the American 
Association of University Professors. Holloway’s research 
focuses on legal and political culture. She is the author of 
Living In Infamy: Felon Disfranchisement and the History 
of American Citizenship (Oxford University Press, 2013), 
which was funded in part with a Soros Justice Fellowship 
from the Open Society Foundations. She is also the 
author of Sexuality, Politics, and Social Control in Virginia, 
1920–1945 (University of North Carolina Press, 2006), 
which won the Willie Lee Rose Prize from the Southern 
Association for Women Historians, and editor of Other 
Souths: Diversity and Difference in the U.S. South, 



11
The listing of degree candidates and the announced honor distinctions are tentative and subject to final certification of graduation.

collections such as the American Embassy, Paramaribo, 
Suriname; Legacies of War Office, Washington, D.C.; 
Tennessee State Museum; Pinnacle Bank, Memphis 
and Nashville; and Sweetwater Center for the Arts, 
Sewickley, Pennsylvania. Her research has been funded 
numerous times by the Tennessee Arts Commission and 
the generous support of MTSU grants. She continues 
to give back to the refugee community by partnering 
with The Frist Center for the Visual Arts’ Educator for 
Community Engagement, Oasis Center, and CRIT 
(Center for Refugees+Immigrants of Tennessee). 
She is represented by Tinney Contemporary gallery 
in Nashville.

University College
Dr. Christina Cobb, an assistant professor of University 
Studies at MTSU, specializes in mathematics. She has 
been an MTSU faculty member since 2011 and taught 
in Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools for three years 
before joining the collegiate teaching ranks. Her research 
interests include active learning, instructional creativity, 
at-risk student populations, and faculty development. 
Cobb is very active in her community and greatly enjoys 
public service opportunities. Specifically, she tutors, is a 
praise dancer, and serves on the board for Judah Temple 
of Praise in Nashville. Cobb is currently co-chair for the 
NADE MATH NETWORK and the membership vice 
president for the AAUW Murfreesboro branch. Cobb 
supports all students and seeks to be a role model to 
young women in her community.

James E. Walker Library

Mr. Ken Middleton, Digital Initiatives librarian and 
professor, has 25 years of experience at MTSU. He is 
part of a team that builds digital collections, develops 
digital humanities projects, and integrates digital content 
into the classroom. He has been a leader in Tennessee’s 
statewide digitization program for the past 15 years, 
served as editor of the journal Microform & Digitization 
Review, and received two national awards for his work 
in making digital content in women’s history 
more accessible.

(Chinese long zither), performing in a multitude of 
musical genres including traditional, contemporary, 
creative improvisation, and electro-acoustic music. 

College of Media and Entertainment
Mr. Michael L. Hanson is an assistant professor of Audio 
Production in the Recording Industry Department. 
Hanson received his B.S. degree in Recording Industry 
and his M.F.A. in Recording Arts and Technologies from 
Middle Tennessee State University. He has held such 
positions as producer/engineer with MLH Productions, 
chief engineer/studio manager with Arrowhead Studios, 
and audio engineer with Ocean Way Studios.

University Honors College
Ms. Sisavanh Phouthavong-Houghton is an associate 
professor of painting in the Department of Art and 
Design. In 2014, she won one of three MTSU Teacher 
of the Year Awards, and in 2017 she was awarded 
one of two prestigious Tennessee Arts Individual Artist 
Fellowships for 2D. She earned her B.F.A. from the 
University of Kansas and her M.F.A. from Southern 
Illinois University. Currently, her body of work is 
inspired by the nonprofit organization Legacies of 
War mission statement: “to raise awareness about the 
history of the Vietnam War-era bombing in Laos and 
advocate for the clearance of unexploded bombs.” For 
refugees/immigrants, the processes of connecting and 
disconnecting with a place or community are abstracted 
ideas of migration. The collage and painting process 
is unpredictable and is an ongoing dialogue about 
assimilating and relocating into another culture and 
space. Her current and upcoming exhibitions include 
Minnesota Museum of American Art; Hunter Museum 
of American Art in Tennessee; Lauren Rogers Museum 
in Mississippi; Huntsville Museum of Art in Alabama; 
Reece Museum in Tennessee; and Flying Solo Arts in 
the Airport BNA Exhibit, Nashville. Her work has been 
published in Wall Street International, Create Magazine, 
Voices of America, Studio Visit Magazine, College of 
Liberal Arts magazine, The Tennessean, and The Pinch 
Journal Publication. Her works are found in permanent 
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T H E  C O L L E G E  O F  Graduate Studies

Doctor of  Philosophy

Doctor of  Education
Tori Leann Young

Ed.S., Middle Tennessee State University
M.Ed., Tennessee State University
B.S., Athens State University
Dissertation: “Perception of the Response to an 
Intervention Program (RTI) in an Elementary K–4 
School Setting”
Hooded by: Kevin Krahenbuhl 

Jingning Ao
M.S., The Chinese Academy of Science
B.S., Dalian Marine College
Dissertation: “Ride of a Lifetime: A Netnographic 
Research to Unveil the Leisure Experience Attached to 
Orbital Space Tourism”
Hooded by: Joey Gray

Robert Lyndhurst Beatty
M.A., University of Central Florida
B.A., University of Central Florida
Dissertation: “You Wanna Play in My Band, You’d Better 
Come to Pick: Duane Allman and American Music”
Hooded by: Carroll Van West

Matthew Lowell Booth
M.A., Middle Tennessee State University
B.A., University of North Carolina
Dissertation: “Macrodynamic Effects of Efficiency Wages 
and Wage Discrimination Policies Modeled with Habit 
Formation in Consumption”
Hooded by: Stuart Fowler

Angela S. Bowman
M.A., Middle Tennessee State University
B.A., Eastern Illinois University
Dissertation: “An Examination of Mental Health 
Literacy and Stigma Against Mental Illness Using an 
Item Response Theory Approach”
Hooded by: Norman Weatherby

Matthew David Duncan
M.S., Jacksonville State University
B.S., Jacksonville State University
Dissertation “Prospective Teachers’ Beliefs about 
Mathematical Mistakes: An Exploratory Case Study”
Hooded by: Alyson Lischka

Robin Stacy Fields
M.Ed., Lipscomb University
B.S., Union University
Dissertation: “Effects of Adapted Self-Regulated Strategy 
Development and Focused Vocabulary Instruction for 
Second Language Adolescents”
Hooded by: Amy M. Elleman

Tiffany E. Guess
M.Ed., Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University
Dissertation: “Analysis of Gender Susceptibility in 
Cryptococcus Neoformans Infections” 
Hooded by: Erin McClelland

Layci J. Harrison
M.S., Cumberland University
B.S., Lock Haven University
Dissertation: “Maintenance of Health and Distance 
Running Performance through Hydration Knowledge 
and Practices”
Hooded by: Jennifer Caputo

Marquinta Lee Harvey
M.A., University of Tennessee
B.S., University of Tennessee
Dissertation: “Perceived Discrimination in Immigrant and 
Refugee Adolescents in a Middle Tennessee High School: 
Examining the Impact of the 2016 Election”
Hooded by: Denise Bates

Samantha Louise Johnson
M.S., University of North Alabama
B.S., Northern Kentucky University
Dissertation: “Effect of an 8-Week Eccentric Endurance 
Training Intervention on Fall Risk Factors”
Hooded by: Jennifer Caputo



13
The listing of degree candidates and the announced honor distinctions are tentative and subject to final certification of graduation.

Heon Tae Kim
M.S., University of Texas
B.S., Yonsei University
Dissertation: “Sedentary Behavior Intervention: 
Application of Contextual Information of 
Sedentary Behavior”
Hooded by: Norman Weatherby

Anna Mooney Love
M.S., William Carey College
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University
Dissertation: “Vangl2-Dependent Plasma Membrane 
Protrusion Behaviors Require an Intact Fibronectin 
Extracellular Matrix”
Hooded by: Jason Jessen

Amber Louise Matuszewski
M.S.T., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University
Dissertation: “High School Statistics Teachers’ 
Understanding of Hypothesis Testing through Simulation”
Hooded by: Jeremy Strayer

Tracy Elizabeth Noerper
M.S., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Abilene Christian University
Dissertation: “Addressing Food Insecurity: Nutrient and 
Social Network Analysis of Urban Church Food Pantries”
Hooded by: Janet Colson

Abul Hasnat Muhammed Salimullah
B.S., University of Chittagong
Dissertation: “Essays on Higher Education, Parental 
Altruism, and Granger Causality”
Hooded by: Stuart Fowler

Candace Pearl Terry
M.A.Ed., Cumberland University
B.A., San Jose State University
Dissertation: “Secondary Mathematics Teachers’ 
Pedagogy through the Tool of Computer Algebra 
Systems”
Hooded by: Michaela Chappell

Rita Hope Whitaker
M.S., Middle Tennessee State University
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University
Dissertation: “The Exploration of Place Attachment and 
Festival Satisfaction of the Frontier Days Festival”
Hooded by: Joey Gray

Specialist in Education
Rebecca Jayne Clayton

M.A., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., University of Tennessee–Martin

Amanda Nored Counts
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Hollie Denise Daniel
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Tennessee Technological University

Tracy M. Durham
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Sarah Jane Easterly
M.Ed., Walden University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Julie Elizabeth Ezell
M.Ed., Lipscomb University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Meredith Walker Gilliland
M.Ed., Walden University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Mary Ruth Golden
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Phillip Kyle Gowen
M.Ed., Lincoln Memorial University
B.A., University of Tennessee

Christine Michelle Hunter
M.Ed., Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Shana Michelle McDaniel Morris
M.A., Virginia Polytechnic Institute
B.A., University of Alabama–Huntsville

Jessica Leann Moyer
M.S.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University



14
The listing of degree candidates and the announced honor distinctions are tentative and subject to final certification of graduation.

Tabetha Newport-Sullens
MS.Ed., Kaplan University
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Sidney R. Ogle
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.Ed., Athens State University

Martha Kate Pettus
M.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Erin Josephine Phillips
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Tammy Marie Pirtle
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Tiffany Womble Roberts
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Appalachian State University

Stephen Alex Sircy
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.A., East Tennessee State University

Flora Lynn Smith
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Lindsee Rene Stephens
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Northern Illinois University

Paula Rae Suratt
M.Ed., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Athens State University

Jennifer Holmes Tedder
M.S.S.W., University of Tennessee
B.A., Carson-Newman University

Jessica G. Vest
B.A., University of Maryland–Baltimore

Joshua M. Winters
M.P.A., Jacksonville State University
B.S., University of North Alabama

Master’s Degrees
MASTER OF  
ACCOUNTANCY

William T. Allen
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Victor M. Angel
B.B.A., Austin Peay State University

Alexander Elijah Banks
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Chancellor Bouldin
B.S.B.A., University of Tennessee

John David Cage
B.S.B.A., University of Alabama

Nickolas Farmer
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Michael Caleb Gibson
B.S.B.A., University of Tennessee

Lakelynn Cheyenne Star Howard
B.S.B.A., University of Tennessee

Elliot Riliey Jones
B.B.A., Belmont University

Tyler Lawson
B.S.B.A., University of Tennessee

Joseph Ellis Markin
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

John Clarence McGee III
B.B.A., University of Tennessee

Paxton Ulmer Mitchell
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Bryleah K. Simms
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Alden Paul Wakefield
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Micah P. Waters
B.B.A., Auburn University

Amber L. Wiser
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Hongxi Yu
B.S., University of California–Davis
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MASTER OF ARTS

Elizabeth Rene Adams
B.A., Agnes Scott College

Bailey Duane Barnes
B.S., Tennessee Technological University

Meghan Elizabeth Bentley
B.A., Lee University

Gregory Webb Bronson
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Natalia Ramirez Campos
B.S., South Dakota State University

Kok Ping K. Chung
B.A., Temasek Polytechnic

Roseanna Michelle Commini
B.A., Ashford University

Sydney L. Cooper
B.A., Auburn University

Kelee Noelle Cruz
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Nicholas Hill Dalbey
B.A., Biola University

Olivia Katherine DeAngelo
B.S., East Tennessee State University

Autumn Rebekah Dozier
B.S., Troy University

Mark E. Elam
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Kyera Alise Fletcher
B.A., Samford University

Kelli Maria Gibson
B.A., University of North Carolina

Annabeth Heglar Hayes
B.A., Rhodes College

Michael Ryan Hester
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Jack Michael Stuart Humphrey
B.A., Leicester University

Zachary Steven Kautzman
B.S., North Dakota State University

Jessica Mariah McClure
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Melissa Nichole McCord
B.A., New York University

Cynthia Tanay Menderds
B.S., Fisk University

Jessica Beth Melander
B.S., University of Mary

Katie Beth Poole
B.S., University of North Alabama

Jessi Lynn Pope
B.S., Missouri State University

Leslie Meranda Qualls-Lambert
B.A., University of Tennessee

Holly Noel Rogers
B.S., Tennessee Wesleyan College

Tara Schlacter
B.A., Bowling Green State University

Robert Michael Sweeney
B.A., Miami University Oxford

Sherry Michelle Teal
B.F.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Hannah Grace Woods
B.S.W., University of Alabama

MASTER OF  
ARTS IN TEACHING

William Thomas Oakes
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

MASTER OF BUSINESS
ADMINISTRATION

Elsbeth Carol Embretson
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Robert Waite Ferguson
B.S.B.A., University of Tennessee

Wayne Gourley
B.B.A., Mississippi State University
B.A., Mississippi State University

Caroline Elizabeth Greene
B.S., SUNY–Oswego

Maria Antonia Gutierrez
B.B.A., Pontificia Universidad of Javeriana

Katelyn Elizabeth Haywood
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University



16
The listing of degree candidates and the announced honor distinctions are tentative and subject to final certification of graduation.

Samuel Hiatt
B.A., Brigham Young University

Melissa Annette Hudson
B.S., Indiana University

Cameran L. Jordan
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Taylor Paige Kniffin
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Jaquinn Javon McBride
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Nicholas Kelechukwu Orji Jr.
B.S., Belmont University

Michelle Ann Rathbun
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Robert E. Read
B.S., Austin Peay State University

Gehan Zarif Saleh
B.C., Ain Shams University

Matthew Ryan Schlee
B.S., University of Florida

Samuel Tanner Sharpe
B.S., Western Kentucky University

Chaz Mckinley Vesser
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Dwayne Lyndon Williams II
B.S., Oakwood College

Kayla Pearl Williams
B.A., Clark Atlanta University

MASTER OF 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Mary C. Dilworth-Willis
B.S., Tennessee State University

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Munirah Alyousef
B.Ed., Princess Nourah bint Abdulrahman University

Heather LeeAnn Boyett
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Schyler Mildred Byrd
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Elizabeth Leigh Cooksey
B.A., Indiana University

Shelby C. Hayes
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Desirae Marie Henry
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Kelli Joanne Iverson
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Donna Denise Karrh
B.S., University of North Alabama

Susan MacBeth Lyons
B.S., Florida State University

Evan Russell Pittenger
B.A., Maryville College

Natalie A. Smoot
B.S., Clemson University

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Ana Cristina Ochoa
B.S., Colorado School of Mines

Brian Nathan Seay
B.M., Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University

Tevin Rashad Turner
B.S.B.A., Coastal Carolina University

MASTER OF LIBRARY SCIENCE

Alexandria Karene Brooks
B.S., Freed-Hardeman University

Patricia Deborah Buccellato
B.S.Ed., University of Phoenix

Alexis P. Cummins
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Amy Danette Johnson
B.S., Austin Peay State University

Marissa Denise Wells
B.S., Tennessee Technological University

MASTER OF MUSIC

Sandra Renee Hamilton
B.B.A., Belmont University

Mahsa Marjorie Peggy Way-Kiani
B.M., Middle Tennessee State University

MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL SCIENCE

Chelsea Tabor
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University 
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MASTER OF PROFESSIONAL STUDIES

Whitney Brooke Hudson
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Brittany Michelle Mickens
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Amanda W. Witt
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Nurudin A. Abdul
B.B.A., Tennessee State University

Sumeda B. Abeykoon
P.h.D., University of Cincinnati
M.S., University of Cincinnati
B.S., University of Peradeniya

Adejumoke M. Adeniran
M.S., University of Lagos
B.T., Ladoke Akintola University of Technology

Faisal Saeed A. Alamri
B.S., King Abdulaziz Military Academy

Abdulaziz Saud Abdulaziz Aldafas
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Layla H. Algamedy
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Hamad Salman Algeraini
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Saad A. Alrashdi
B.S., Al-Jouf University

Ethan Ordoubadian Black
B.A., Hanover College

Alexander Griffin Boehm
B.A., University of Notre Dame

Chandu Naga Vardhan Budati
B.T., Indian Institute of Technology

Nicholas H. Cherry
B.S., University of Tennessee

Yiting Dong
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Terri Sterling Donovan
B.A., University of Memphis

Dibyendu Dutta
Ph.D., Texas Woman’s University
M.S., University of North Bengal
B.S., University of North Bengal

Anna Brooke Fox
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Jordan Chandler Frost-Dixon
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Emily Gwen Gain
B.S., University of Tennessee–Chattanooga

Shannon M. Ghee
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Md Abdul Hoque
B.S., University of Dhaka

Robert Corbitt Huseth
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Mohammad Salauddin Kader
M.S., University of Dhaka
B.S., University of Dhaka

Bryce Allen Kerr
B.S., Appalachian State University

Danielle Elizabeth Lauber
B.S., Indiana University

Marinela Lautt
M.A.C.C., Belmont University
B.A., University of National and World Economy

Bing Nan Li
B.A., Northwest Normal University

Kevin Robert Martin
B.S., Clemson University

Namratha Menta Vasanth
B.E., Osmania University

Brandon Arthur Moore
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Carson Kenneth Odom
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Ryan William Ogletree
B.S.B.A., Tennessee Technological University

Omoezime Janet Oteri
B.S., Covenant University

Corbett Charles Ouellette
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Charles A. Pannell
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Rhyan Emile Paquette
M.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Castleton State College
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Wesley Scott Porter
B.S., University of Tennessee

Shawn Matthew Robinson
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Nicole LaTease Roper
M.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Ethan Andrew Schek
B.B.A., SUNY–Albany

Benjamin Smith
B.S.B.A., University of Alabama

Tyler Griffin Smith
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Brooke Nichole Snell
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Genesis Amelia Chavez Spears
B.S.E.E., Tennessee Technological University

Mykyta Konstantinovich Strukov
M.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University
B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Chelsea Tabor
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Zachery Evan Taylor
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Ning Tu
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

MengXuan Wang
B.S., North China University of Technology

Shang Wang
B.A.D., Beijing Institute of Technology

Kristin Elizabeth Wood
B.S., West Virginia University

Clinton Lawrence Woods
B.S., Eastern Michigan University

Brandon Thomas Wright
B.S., Eastern Illinois University

Shuzhe Xu
M.S., Middle Tennessee State University
M.S., Middle Tennessee State University
B.E., Zhejiang University

Aaliyah Yahlonda Yisrael
B.B.A., Middle Tennessee State University

Ian Hendrik Zijlstra
B.B.A., University of Tennessee

MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN NURSING

Kirsten Marie Doerfer
B.S.N., Lincoln Memorial University

Joylayne Malone Gilli
B.S.N., University of Memphis

Courtney Pepper Hensley
B.S.N., Lincoln Memorial University
B.A., University of Tennessee

Brittney Wilkison Lesser
B.S.N., Austin Peay State University

Niki L. Lovelace
B.S., Lincoln Memorial University

Rachael Eyitope Madu
B.S.N., East Tennessee State University 

Kathleen Elizabeth Miller
B.S.N., Tennessee Technological University

Damon Edward Pulliam
B.S.N., University of Memphis
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK

Chelsea Bailey
B.A., Asbury University

Brittany N. Hammers
B.S.W., Middle Tennessee State University

Amani A. Loggins
B.S.W., Middle Tennessee State University

Kelly Ann Massey
B.S.Ed., Northern Arizona University

Erika Brittainy Parker
B.S., Middle Tennessee State University

Briel Nicole Thompson
B.S., University of Tennessee–Chattanooga
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Joseph M. Abou-Rahma
Samantha Diane Addis
Abdulaziz Mohammed Afifi
Mohammed Abdullah Mohammed 
 Al Madhani
Riyadh Ramadhan Murad Al Zadjali
Jaafar Alabdullah
Hatim Mohammd Alagam
Marwah Aldarwish
Ghalib Mohammed Alenazi
Mohammed Hassan Alqam
Mohammad Abdullah Alsubaei
Ahmed Abdullah Altawi
Mustafa Alwan
Sweety Anand
Jasmine Ariel Anderson
Andrew Robert Ansley
William Brandon Armstrong
Angela Marie Atkinson
Bryce Alec Ault
Jacques Laurent Everett Beasley
Benjamin Graham Bechard
Forrest Lee Benenhaley
Ribboney B. Bowen
Emily Joanna Brackett
Kaitlin Elizabeth Brooks
Marc Anthony Burton Jr.
Tommy Chau
Catherine Nicole Chunn
David E. Cline
Joshua Taylor Cook
Rebecca Joyce Craighead
Emily Hope Cunningham
Lona Sophia Daniels
Jeremy D. Dobbins

William B. Donegan
Martavious Lazar Dorsey
Madison Blair Duke
Samantha Duncan
Tania A. Duta
Chelsey Taylor Ellington
Timothy J. Emamali
Ryan Matthew Essary
Elizabeth Marie Ethridge
Matthew R. Fanelli
Robert F. Fanous
Anthony B. Fatchett
Matthew Cole Fritchman
Aryn O. Gailey
Austin Daniel Garcia
Andrew J. Garrett
Jennifer Sara Gaynor
Peyton L. Gevedon
Raymond Josue Gonell
Justin T. Goode
Colton David Gray
Novella Elaine-Heath Greer
Caleb J. Groom
Ezmer Lizette Harris
Lewis Winston Harris III
Gunter D. Hedges
Samuel Sheldon Johnson
Emily Coleen Jookar
Seairra Judd
Matthew William Kane
Bethany Helen Keathley
Matthew C. Lambert
Keller James Laseter
Donald R. Leiderman III
William Mackie
Matthew Gaven Marlow

Undergraduate Degrees

Dillon C. Mason
Johnny Eugene McCulloch
Sydni Faith Mcelrath
Harrison Bryce Miles
Austin Ellis Miller
Garret Mudd
Isha Mudgal
Peyton Douglas Nolan
Joel Russell Norris
Baliqis O. Olawale
Katie E. Perry
Tori J. Pirtle
Daniel Kirk Rae
Jero Sherzad Rashid
Kenneth Alan Raymond
Morgan Lee Richardson
Matthew G. Rodell
Christiana Destry Rosenberg
Olivia Morgan Rynd
William Niles Schmitt
Addison Net Souvannarath
William Warren Steele
Joshua L. Stone
Jillian Presley Sulcer
Ryan John Swindell
Lisa R. Travers
Brett T. Wainz
Brianna Marie Walker
Jordan T. Whittaker
Zachary Caleb Williams
Anna Loree Wilson
Caroline Margaret Wright
Dominique Ariel Wright
Sara Elizabeth Young
Radwan Zaghun
Tyler Scott Zmina

C O L L E G E  O F  Basic and Applied Sciences
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C O L L E G E  O F 

Behavioral and Health Sciences
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Simale Jemal Abadula
Drake Gavin Allen
James L. Amacher
Carmen Karina Anchondo
Brianna Nicole Kelley Anderson
Monica Noel Barnes
Sarah Elizabeth Bates
Andrew W. Baxter
Cassandra Kate Beasley
Morena F. Benford
Simone Tyree Bingham
Maleigha N. Bishop
Kabrina N. Black
Rebecca Leigh Blankenship
Samantha Kay Blankenship
Cailin Kinsey Bolden
Abby R. Bolyard
Katie A. Boshers
Jalyn Nicole Brooks
Jessica A. Brooks
Casey Allen Brown
George H. Buckner
Michael Luke Burch
Jolene D. Burdorf
Allison Elizabeth Bush
Deja L. Campbell
Stirling Orin Campbell
Anahi Maria Castillo
Jordan A. Chadwell
Taylor D. Chambers
Konosha Monett Chew
Ariana Jaye Chichuk
Delaney Aulma Cline
Taylor L. Coffee
Amy Jane Cook
Britney Lea Cooper
Audrey C. Cothran
Bianca D. Crawford
Elizabeth Dadzie
Kelley Rebecca Davis
Mary Marie Davis
Tyshyla L. Davis
Essense Tranyce Dean
Savannah Marie Decker
Aisha Tenia Delaney
Hanna D. Dobbs
Michaela Marie Downs

Sean Thomas Eckert
Christian R. Edmondson
Zachary H. Edmonson
Kali F. Elliott
Kaitlin N. Ensey
Zachariah C. Espino
Jacqueline Evans
Alyssa Brooke Farris
Makayla D. Featherston
Elizabeth Marie Fite
Allison Nichole Flippo
Edie Elise Forte
Natalie Breanne Foulks
Kiana Marai Froedden
Gabriela Nicole Geter
Nykie S. Grandberry
Maurisha Nicole Grant
Dionne Dorotha Gray
Janeekwa D. Green
Eric McLain Griffin
Jennifer Robyn Griffith
Bria S. Haddox
Dealan Ali Haji
Mallory Elise Hardy
Amber Dawne Hickman
Laura Ann Higgs
Kayla Ann Hill
Keyosha V. Hodge
Tyler P. Holcombe
Melanie Paige Holmes
Jessa H. Hunt
Abanoub Saad Ibrahim
Gian Victor Issa
Ricky L. James
Karolina Jarvio
Samuel Keen Johnson
Yukita Janiell Johnson
Rodnecia Shunta Jones
Naiya T. Jordan
Euphemia Ayawa Akpene Ketsri
Bria E. Kirkland
Janie Lyn Kullmar
Joy Kwesiga Kyeyune
Corey Leigh Lawson
Samantha Kerstin Lawson
Erin Taylor Layne
Khrystin Jhoelle Lee
Kendall Shea Lewis

Fallan C. Lloyd
Tiffany Kate Long
Gabrielle Camill Lyon
Hunter C. Martin
Talia A. Martin
Mia Ayanna Mazesticeon
William T. Mcanally
Annaruth Dawn McBride
Joseph A. McCarthy
Maegan Alaine McGarity
Kaleb Daniel McKinnie
Tyler Blake Merlo
Josie A. Messick
Preston Lee Miller Jr.
Donna Jean Miller-Baeza
Eman Atef Mohamed
Marissa Hope Morren
Richard Kenneth Muccione
Hamadi F. Mwechiwa
Shakarah Yvette Nolan
Phillip Daniel Parker
Gabrielle Deann Pearson
Thomas James Peluso
Brittany L. Pierce
Andrew Bradley Preston
Maranda Deshae Ray
Jonathan D. Reed
Marcusia R. Richards
April N. Rogers
Kadeisha Leshon Ross
Payton Lawrence Rowland
Corvin D. Scott
Austin C. Sellers
Alejandra Serrano
Crystal Yene Sivilay
Alyia Nicole Smith
Imani Faith Smith
Kanetra Antal Smith
Tedrick Prinell Smith
Robert Andrew Stepp
Anastasia Nikola Stigall
Garrett Wade Sumner Jones
Emily Anne Susan
Bradley S. Templeton
Summer F. Thompson
Lauren Catherine Tooker
Dominick D. Trail
Michael Andrew Travis
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J E N N I N G S  A .  J O N E S  C O L L E G E  O F  Business
BACHELOR OF 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Wilson Ray Adams
Ahmed Al Ahmed
Omar Mohammed Albesher
Abdullah Alhumaidi
Bailey Kay Allen
Ibrahim Abdulaziz Almudayris
Ibrahim Abdulrahman Alshahrani
Sami Shayeh Alshamari
Abdulmohsen Alshammari
Humoud Abdulrhman Alsuwaid
Hani Ahmed Alzahrani
Mohammed S. Alziyad
Joseph McGregor Andrews
Brett Andrew Austin
Catherine Azaglo
Olivia Kathryne Bell
Jacob D. Blevins
Justin Adam Brown
Ciara Danielle Bryant
Alex Andrew Buffington
Brayden D. Butler
Spencer Carpenter
Alexander V. Cherfan
Justin Lamar Crowder
Jorge J. Cruz
Ariel Anita Davie
Chakendra Lenee Davis
Gavin A. Dea
Jennifer L. Den Adel
Trenton K. Dillard
Brittany Lee Dillman
Brandon Tyler Dowd

Yulong Du
Timothy Dunivan
Eric Lee Edwards
Stephen Everett
Mariem Farag
Timothy Fogle
Brock Wayne Francis
James Robert Gann III
Maria Isabel Garcia
Emilee Louise Gibson
Charles Patrick Gillen
Carolyn Elizabeth Gould
Chandler Allen Hillhouse
Phillip Andrew Hogan
Benez L. Holmes
Layla Renee Hood
Michael Forrest Horne
Lindsay Ryan Horner
Jenna Lauren Hows
Jose V. Hurtado
Ehab Kamel Rezk Ibrahim
Michael Robert James
Autumn M. Johnson
Marlon Marshun Johnson
Rawn P. Johnson
Shaquille Amond Johnson
Ryan T. Kemp
Tawi Mang Lamkai
Grace Alexandria Langeland
Joseph Alexander Layman
Andrew Mark Layne
Noah Leo
Candace Paige Lewis
Cameron J. Martin

Elizabeth V. Martinez-Leon
Samuel James McKinstry
Christopher Justin Mejia
Adam Robert Moser
Kristen M. Notgrass
Farrah Jean Palmer
Bhakti S. Patel
Zach Christian Pelkey
Brooke Ann Pennington
Jean Perez
Logan Scott Rittenberg
Hamed Bakr H. Sadah
Mohammad Nader Salim Hammoud
Ahmed Medhat Sayed
Charish N. Short
Gabrielle M. Shrader
Jason Michael Singleton
Michael Allen Stutts
Stephanie N. Sullivan
Sarah Anne Temple
Joshua R. Titi
Abigail M. Tucker
Ifiok Andrew Umoh
Jordan Ryan Vos
Sydney C. Westberg
Brandon M. Wright
Nolan Christopher Yates

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Ashley M. Gray
Zachary Ayers Webb

Kayla Simone Trotter
Natasha Janae-Reddon Truett
Jordan Alex Turner
Heather L. Vance
Paige A. Waggoner
Kiara L. Ward
Tozia Jevonte Ware
Alicia D. Watkins

Janet Michelle Watson
Bradley Mitchell White
Brandie E. White
Meghan J. Wiley
Jennah K. Wilkes
Zijad Zukanovic

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
IN NURSING
Obofoni Kester Osifoh
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C O L L E G E  O F  Education
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Jaylan Vidrea Ashley
Joshua Robert Casler
Hayley Elizabeth Schuster

BACHELOR OF ARTS
Casey Jonathan Adams
Alexander Chance Adkins
Colin Taylor Bentley
Allexa Rae Bonner
Michelle N. Boston
Matthew Alexander Case
Rhane Craun
Sihomara Cuevas
Lona Sophia Daniels
Brady A. Duncan
Emily Samantha Dunkley
Maria Isabel Garcia
Derrick Adam Hill
Brandon Thomas Johnson
Amber Caitlyn Klein
Nathan J. Lair
Kaaza J. Lightbourne
Sherri Anne Marquez
Agata A. Martin
Jessica R. Mata
Ameera Mohammad Noaman
Angelique I. Plasky
Crystal Yene Sivilay
Teresa L. Thornton
Maria Esperanza Vazquez

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Rachel Ann Adams
Sarah Broach

C O L L E G E  O F  Liberal Arts
Estee S. Duke
Chancelor Joseph Freels
Margaret Goodner
Rickie Le
Amy Elizabeth Maggard
Sean Michael Ring
Jovanni Llando Rajeiv Shreves
Jennifer Sarah Tipton
Tayler Brooke Webb
Kassidy Hope White

BACHELOR OF MUSIC
Katherine Emily Harrison
Luke R. Wade

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Adedeji Toluwani Ademola
Sarah Elinoar Rubenfeld Alberts
Tara Leigh Boswell
Benjamin Jacob Carrier
Maeson Ann Conlin
Amanda Lee Couch
Avery T. Couey
Daina Daosavanh
Rachel Renee Ford
Gary Neil George
Cydnie Renee Kai Golden
Melissa F. Harlan
Cody Garrett Hartman
Taylor K. Hayes

Daniel C. Hendricks
Rachel Hopkins
Onyinyechi A. Ibe
Brandon Thomas Johnson
Nicholas Vladimir Khivren
Andrew Duncan King
Sara Helen King
Kelsey Ann Kirby
Nicholas Lembo
Laura Ruth Locklear
Agata A. Martin
Christina Elizabeth Moore
Jacob Joseph Myhre
Christopher Patton
Jayd-Lynn Alexis Perez
Hermon Phuntling
Samuel Austen Robinson
Christian L. Saad
Vincent R. Schmidt
Maris Alexandra Schrage
Daniel Jay Schulz
Mary Stewart Schwarz
Alexus Siharath
Cynthia Joy Sullivan
Jordan Rhea Sullivan
Rachel Elizabeth Thompson
Morgan N. Tucker
Jefferson Garrett Williams
Debra Denise Winans



23
The listing of degree candidates and the announced honor distinctions are tentative and subject to final certification of graduation.

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Austin L. Acuff
Stephen Michael Barnum
Justin I. Bernard
Victor H. Bins
Kensi R Bledsoe
Jordan Alexander Boyd
Laquisha A. Brown
William Hunter Brown
Deryk Jamal Buxton
Katherine M. Caher
John Michael Canaday
Kia Hudson Clay
Lee Darius Clayton
Erin M. Coad
Lauren Coleman
Lance Dillon Combs
Karly N. Cordell
Tanner Ellis Costello
Adam Micheal Driskell
Ethan Bradley Duckworth
Jacob Stephen Edwards
Adam Francis Ekengren
Ivan Harris Fisher
Timirra Mesha Gaither
Jose Israel Garcia-Parreno
Samantha Joy Goldmann
Deandra Le Cole Green
William Garnett Green

Jordan Ariel Gustus
Brittany C. Guydon
Dalton C. Hamilton
Jerry Wayne Hamilton Jr.
Joshua Grant Harper
Debra H. Headden
Savannah Lynn Hoelle
Eric James Holdbrooks
Darius Margale Horton
Cameron D. Hunnicutt
Elisha Turner Ingram V
Jayla Michae Jackson
Jeffrey E. Jenkins
Katrina L. Johnson
Matthew Louis Knight
Bradley James Knuckles
Gabrielle Niccole Lacy
Rachel Lajewel Lloyd
Krystal E. Loritts
Emily Marie Luther
Brady Lee Mayes
Ryan Lawson McMaster
Kimberly M. McNutt
William Robert Millard
Danielle Alexandria Mingo
Madisen Paige Minter
Erin Nicole Moore
Andrew T. Nation
Austin Nowack

Katelynn Grace Patterson
Colin James Perry
Abigail Joy Potter
Stephen Wade Prather
Raul Alexander Rivera
Sydney L. Russom
Benjamin E. Shaw
DeJah K. Sherril
Keundrea Simpson
Deirdre R. Singleton
Abigail E. Smith
Clayton W. Smith
Ryan Alexander Spradlin
Wesley Talley
Zachary Michael Tardie
Alexia Shonrel Thompson
Brennan A. Timberlake
Tristin Dakota Toran
KeAndra Sacory Vaughn
Alexandra J. Vergallito
Brian Jonathan Vigouroux
Christian Nicholas Walker
Kyle Max Wall
Sabrina E. Watkins
Emma Klareece Williams
Laura Katherine Wilmoth
Mackenzie Thomas Winzenburg

C O L L E G E  O F  Media and Entertainment
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Enoch Kwabena Abankwah
Jonathan L. Adams
Daniel Gregory Allen
Chastity Nicole Alonso
Jessica Brooke Arnold
Chris Michael Backner
Samantha P. Ballard
Macy Townes Brinsley Barnes
Daniel Michael Bast
Brian Beddoes Sr.
Christian Lee Benson
Dorothy Ann Bobrow
Lindy C. Bolyard
Kerols Melad Botros
Robert Turner Bradford
Domonique Bragg
Kelsey L. Brandon
Jon Robert Burleson
Elizabeth Ann Byrd
Jessica Dawn Cheatham
Sonyoung V. Choi
Evyette Nicole Clark
Christopher Martin Collins
Whitney M. Cook
Chelsea F. Cooke
Adrianna Jeane Cunningham
Kayla Lauren Curry
Caryria Vanoye Davis
Jonquille A. Davis
Leah Celeste Davis
Hollie Miranda Dickerson
Gary Allen Dooley Jr.
Thomas Walker Duncan
Brianna Lynn Edwards
Stoney Robin Edwards
Brandon P. Flood

Amanda Faye Flynn
Wendy F. Ford
Tammy Yvette Frame
Raymond Hunter Gilbert
Abigail Christen Graham
Courtney Morgan Greene
Deanna J. Greer
Ayana Iman Gustus
Darius L. Harris
Frank Gray Hayes Jr.
Jacob W. Hearnsberger
Darrius L. Henderson
Tanisha Brashawn Hennings
Shelby Elaine Herndon
Lindsay Katherine Hess
Jon Graham Hopper
Traci L. Howard
Deion JaShawn Hunter
David A. Ingle
Carlos Gene Johnson
Sean D. Johnson
Edwin Kyle Jones
Kevin Thomas Jones
Ashby L. Kelley
Patricia Anne Key
Kevin Michael Kidd
Robert Matthew Kosko
Mary Kathryn Krzesicki
Devyn Blane Larson
Randall Lewis Lassiter
Allison Rose Lay
Nathan A. Ledford
Sheng Lee
Tyler Ray Lewis
Landon Andres Lopez
Ashley Nicole Mangrum
Jason Dean Mansfield

Kellie Elizabeth Matthews
Sheyla Eleana Matthews
Jennifer Kirsten Messer
Courtney Elise Miles
Elisa Evette Mitchel
Serah Michael Mitchell
Maryam Mohammed
Michael Douglas Monhollen
Vallery Nicole Mulig
Victoria Joi Neal
Lauren Marie Nethery
William N. Nsambu
Devan Ryan Owsley
Michael David Oxley
Keysa Monia Palmer
Mary E. Phrachak
Angela L. Polston
Joshua Paul Riley
Deverya Shari Rose
Floyd Edward Russell Jr.
Carl Scott Jr.
Gene S. Sevier
Jared Shay Shelton
Lindsey Nicole Smith
Heidi Jane Nico Sprouse
Kyle Tyron Thompson
Amy T. Troutt Towns
Heather Nicole Vaughn
Autumn Marie Vincent
Brandon C. Walters
Juan A. Walters
Zackary Tyler Warmack
Michael Philip Welch
Tashia L. White
Grace Anne Whitson
Joshua Charles Windham

University College
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C U M  L A U D E   ( 3 . 5 0 – 3 . 7 4  G P A )

Honor Graduates

COLLEGE OF BASIC 
AND APPLIED SCIENCES
Emily Joanna Brackett
Tommy Chau
Emily Hope Cunningham
Chelsey Taylor Ellington
Colton David Gray
Emily Coleen Jookar
Bethany Helen Keathley
Joel Russell Norris
Christiana Destry Rosenberg
William Warren Steele
Zachary Caleb Williams
Anna Loree Wilson

COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL 
AND HEALTH SCIENCES
Carmen Karina Anchondo
Brianna Nicole Kelley Anderson
Cassandra Kate Beasley
Maleigha N. Bishop
Casey Allen Brown
Allison Elizabeth Bush
Deja L. Campbell
Kelley Rebecca Davis
Mary Marie Davis
Zachariah C. Espino

Amber Dawne Hickman
Laura Ann Higgs
Jessa H. Hunt
Bria E. Kirkland
Kendall Shea Lewis
Joseph A. McCarthy
Josie A. Messick
Marissa Hope Morren
Obofoni Kester Osifoh
Andrew Bradley Preston
Imani Faith Smith
Michael Andrew Travis
Heather L. Vance
Janet Michelle Watson
Bradley Mitchell White

JENNINGS A. JONES
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Sami Shayeh Alshamari
Mohammed S. Alziyad
Yulong Du
Chandler Allen Hillhouse
Phillip Andrew Hogan
Jose V. Hurtado
Farrah Jean Palmer
Charish N. Short
Sydney C. Westberg

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Amanda Lee Couch
Avery T. Couey
Emily Samantha Dunkley
Rachel Renee Ford
Melissa F. Harlan
Cody Garrett Hartman
Jessica R. Mata
Ameera Mohammad Noaman
Christopher Patton
Hermon Phuntling
Morgan N. Tucker

COLLEGE OF MEDIA AND 
ENTERTAINMENT
Danielle Alexandria Mingo
Abigail E. Smith
Tristin Dakota Toran

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Samantha P. Ballard
Dorothy Ann Bobrow
Domonique Bragg
Kayla Lauren Curry
Brandon P. Flood
Traci L. Howard
Sheng Lee
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M A G N A  C U M  L A U D E  ( 3 . 7 5 – 3 . 8 9  G P A )

COLLEGE OF BASIC 
AND APPLIED SCIENCES 
Ahmed Abdullah Altawi
Benjamin Graham Bechard
William Mackie
Austin Ellis Miller
Daniel Kirk Rae
Ryan John Swindell
Brianna Marie Walker

COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL 
AND HEALTH SCIENCES
Jalyn Nicole Brooks
Savannah Marie Decker
Edie Elise Forte
Corey Leigh Lawson
Kaleb Daniel McKinnie
Richard Kenneth Muccione
Alicia D. Watkins

JENNINGS A. JONES
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
Timothy Dunivan
James Robert Gann III
Abigail M. Tucker
Jordan Ryan Vos

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Adedeji Toluwani Ademola
Alexander Chance Adkins
Rickie Le

COLLEGE OF MEDIA 
AND ENTERTAINMENT
Tanner Ellis Costello
Bradley James Knuckles
Erin Nicole Moore
Sydney L. Russom

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE
Whitney M. Cook
Lindsey Nicole Smith
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S U M M A  C U M  L A U D E  ( 3 . 9 0 – 4 . 0 0  G P A )

COLLEGE OF BASIC 
AND APPLIED SCIENCES
Samantha Diane Addis
Mustafa Alwan
Morgan Lee Richardson

COLLEGE OF BEHAVIORAL 
AND HEALTH SCIENCES
Samantha Kay Blankenship
Jacqueline Evans
Alyssa Brooke Farris
Elizabeth Marie Fite
Natalie Breanne Foulks
Mallory Elise Hardy
Tyler P. Holcombe
Janie Lyn Kullmar
Tiffany Kate Long
Summer F. Thompson

JENNINGS A. JONES
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS 
Brittany Lee Dillman
Charles Patrick Gillen
Lindsay Ryan Horner

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Hayley Elizabeth Schuster

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Brady A. Duncan
Rachel Hopkins
Sherri Anne Marquez
Agata A. Martin
Jacob Joseph Myhre

COLLEGE OF MEDIA 
AND ENTERTAINMENT
Madisen Paige Minter
Abigail Joy Potter
Emma Klareece Williams

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
Brian Beddoes Sr.
Shelby Elaine Herndon
Heidi Jane Nico Sprouse
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UNIVERSITY HONORS 
Nicholas Lembo
Crystal Yene Sivilay

University Honors College

Samantha Diane Addis
Emily Joanna Brackett
Janie Lyn Kullmar
Madeleine Joy Kurtz
Hermon Phuntling

Bianca D. Crawford
Phillip Daniel Parker

ROTC Commissionees

UNIVERSITY HONORS WITH DISTINCTION



Alma Mater
words and music by Charles Douglas Williams (B.M. ‘54)

We        sing  thy         prai  -    ses            faith - ful  guide  of      youth;

Through    all   the         a     -     ges   af   -   fi rmed   and  strong   in     truth.

Al     -    ma            Ma    -    ter             Mid - dle     Ten - nes   -    see

We         proud - ly        of     -      fer   our      hearts in    loy   -    al  -   ty.



0818-6167 – Middle Tennessee State University does not discriminate against students, employees, or applicants for admission or employment on the basis of race, 
color, religion, creed, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, disability, age, status as a protected veteran, genetic information, or any other 

legally protected class with respect to all employment, programs, and activities sponsored by MTSU. The Assistant to the President for Institutional Equity and 
Compliance has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies and can be reached at Cope Administration Building 116, 1301 East Main 

Street, Murfreesboro, TN 37132; Marian.Wilson@mtsu.edu; or 615-898-2185. The MTSU policy on non-discrimination can be found at www.mtsu.edu/titleix.
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