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Wins jNjationa
Elizabeth Snowden, MTSU graduate student in Public History (archival management
and administration) won the Society of American Archivists 2007 Theodore Calvin Pease
Award for her paper "Our Archives, Our Selves:
Documentation Strategy and the Re-Appraisal
of Professional Identity."
The award recognizes superior writing
achievement by a student enrolled in an archival administration program and is named
for the first editor of the American Archivist.
Snowden received the award, a certificate, and a
cash prize at the Society of American Archivists
annual meeting in Chicago on August 31. The
winning paper will be published in a forthcoming issue of American Archivist.
Snowden wrote her paper in fall 2006
while enrolled in the Seminar in Archival
Management, a videoconference course
from Auburn University as part of the
Southeast Archives Education Consortium.
Her instructor, Joseph M. Turrini, mentored
Snowden during the conception and
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writing of the paper, and Ellen Garrison was
the faculty member of record. Garrison wrote,
"This innovative paper makes connections
between two important movements in
American archival practice—the documentation
strategy and activist archivists—within the
context of broad social and cultural trends of
the period." Congratulations to Elizabeth on
receiving this prestigious national award, x
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Tara Mitchell Mielnik is the first graduate
of the Ph.D. in Public History program at
MTSU. Mielnik is programs coordinator at the
Metropolitan Nashville Historical Commission,
where she oversees federal programmatic
responsibilities such as the National Register and
Section 106 programs and serves as liaison with
the Metro Planning Department. She received
her B.A. in political science and Third World
studies at the University of the South in 1992

and her M.A. in history at MTSU in 1995.
Her dissertation, "'The Best Thing That Ever
Happened': The Civilian Conservation Corps
and South Carolina's State Parks," examines
the role of the corps in the establishment of
the South Carolina State Park system and the
program's impact on the built environment
in the Palmetto State. Mielnik is a native of
McMinnville and now lives in Old Hickory
with her husband and two sons. t
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| resent at
Portland
(Conference
The invitation-only
conference "Public
Memory and Ethnicity"
held in Portland
Oregon, on October
26 and 27 included
a presentation by
MTSU Public History
student Dorothy
Davis. Her paper,
"Sketching a Portrait
of Ethnicity Without
Charcoal: Revitalization
of Nashville's
Germantown," grew
out of her research
for her master's
thesis in archival
management, which
will be completed this
year. Selected papers
from the conference,
sponsored by the Center
for Public Memory
Studies at Lewis and
Clark College, will
be published next
year. Congratulations,
Dorothy! *
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New C'vi! War E
by Christina Runkel

Ashley Tate and Julie Lenger, two M.A.
graduate students, spent last summer and fall
developing an exhibit entitled "The Time That
Changed Everything: Murfreesboro's Civil
War Era." The exhibit is currently on display
at the new Downtown Heritage Center just off
the Murfreesboro square. Inspired by the lack
of information about Murfreesboro during
the Civil War, Tate and Lenger researched,
designed, and fabricated this exhibit, which
tells the story of how military occupation
impacted civilian life during and after the war.
"The exhibit provides a background for the
whole story of the Civil War in Rutherford
County," says Lenger. "It helps reinforce the
historic legacy of places that residents may pass
everyday without realizing their importance.
The exhibit encourages visitors to increase
their understanding of the war and its impact
by visiting historic sites like Stones River

Battlefield,
Bradley
Academy, and
Oaklands."
The exhibit
spotlights the
Battle of Stones
River, the history
of the town
square, the black
Tate and Julie Lenger install their exhibit.
experience, the
aftermath of the
battle, Oaklands, and other local historical
attractions. It also features pages from the diary
of Kate Carney, providing a moving human
dimension to the story. About the experience
of creating the exhibit, Tate said: "It was a
remarkable opportunity for Julie and I to
put into practice some of the skills that we've
learned at the Center for Historic Preservation
and in the Public History program. It is a great
way for us to present history through a visual
medium and contribute to heritage tourism in
Rutherford County." <
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Jekyll Island is well known as a historic
retreat for the most exclusive private club of
millionaires in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. Much is known about the Rockefellers, Vanderbilts, Astors, and
other wealthy families who
vacationed at this Georgia
coastal resort, but little is
known about the diverse
people employed by the Jekyll
Island Club. Janine Hunter,
an M.A. candidate in Public
History, is working to develop
a more complete interpretation of the island's history by
studying African American
workers associated with the
Jekyll Island Club.

After her selection as an intern at the
Jekyll Island Museum in summer 2007,
Janine worked successfully to organize the
institution's archives. She also developed a
popular tour that focused on the employees.
Museum administrators were so impressed
with her work as an intern they decided to
contract her to research and write the history
of the club's African American employees.
Through her research, she discovered a vibrant
community of black employees whose stories
had never been told. Her work will provide a
new perspective on the interpretation of this
important historical attraction. *

Charlie Hill, one of the Jekyll Island Club's African American employees.
Courtesy of the Jekyll Island Museum.
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Battlefield
by Rebecca Conard

Learning to read a cultural landscape turned
out to be an invigorating research project for 18
master's and doctoral students enrolled in Public
History Seminar this fall. The class project was a
collaborative effort with Stones River National
Battlefield and grew out of recommendations
contained in the 2004 Historic Resource Study
(Sean M. Styles and Miranda Fraley) and the
2007 Cultural Landscape Report (Wiss, Janney,
Eisner Associates and John Milner Associates).
These reports noted that land purchases for
parkland sometime around 1930 displaced a
significant African American community known
as Cemetery, named for its location near the
national cemetery. Both reports recommended
studying the evolution of the battlefield area in
the post-Civil War period.
Working in five research teams, students
began sorting out a complex history that sprawls
beyond park boundaries. Team 1 (Kristen
Deathridge, Angela Smith, and Richard White)
researched deeds, maps, and other sources to
trace the history of land ownership since the Civil
War for a cluster of properties located within
the original park boundaries. Team 2 (Megan
Akerstrom, Virginia Arouh, Dollie Boyd, and

Albert Whittenberg) investigated park records,
court records, tract maps, and other sources to
document the history of land condemnation and
parkland purchase. Team 3 (Liz Smith, Ashleigh
Oatts, Stewart Southard, and Mike Wright)
researched a wide variety of sources including
collections at the Tennessee State Library and
Archives and Louisville University to reconstruct
the history of land use and transportation
systems before, during, and after the war. Team
4 (Elizabeth Goetsch, Elena DeGrado, and
Carolyn Powell) collaborated with Heritage
Partnership, a local cultural organization, and
the Gore Research Center to conduct oral
history interviews with three elderly members
of the local African American community.
Team 5 (Ray Barnett, Marie Bourassa, Katie
Merzbacher, and Brad Mitchell) investigated
local sources and Freedman's Bureau records at
the National Archives in Atlanta to expand the
story of African Americans and the building of
Fortress Rosecrans and the national cemetery.
The five teams presented their findings and
recommendations for further research to Stuart
Johnson, superintendent of the battlefield, at the
final class meeting on December 7. *

- Student publishes AASLH Technical Leaflet
by Christina Runkel

One can easily find articles about interpreting American society from the Revolution
through World War II, but it's difficult to find
information on how to interpret the postwar
development of the suburbs. Harry Klinkhamer,
one of our Ph.D. students, fills this void with his
latest publication.
He wrote a technical leaflet for the autumn
2006 edition of History News, published by the
American Association for State and Local History. "A colleague of mine and I were talking
about how suburban historical societies seem to
do the same thing," he said. "They talk about

their rural past, but shy away from their more
recent history with malls, highways, etc."
Klinkhamer's article, "From Levittown to
Leave It to Beaver: Interpreting Mid-Twentieth
Century Suburbia," discusses the history of suburbs, their landscape, and modes of transportation partially responsible for their development.
"Taking the Cultural Resource Management
Seminar and having discussions with Dr.
[Lorne] McWatters made me realize there is a
need for this," said Klinkhamer. "The course
covered a lot on suburbia and was the training
and impetus I needed to use cultural resource
management to look at the bigger picture of
interpreting this subject." f

Dr. Rebecca Conard (kft)
and project participants
meet at the Rutherford
County Archives.

Alumni Spotlight
[Donald Robert f^ooneu
Don Rooney (B.S. in History in 1982 with an emphasis in
Historic Preservation) is curator of urban and regional history
at the Atlanta History Center, where he has been employed
since 1984. After working as curator at Oaklands Mansion in
Murfreesboro from 1980 to 1982, he took a job as a historic
preservation planner with Altamaha Georgia Southern before
he was hired at the Atlanta History Center. Over the next nine
years, he worked his way up from assistant archivist to curator
of general collections to head of exhibitions. In 2000, he was
promoted to his current position, in which he coordinates the
development, care, maintenance, and exhibition of the Atlanta
History Center's large urban history collection.
He recently reflected on his experience at MTSU and how
it prepared him for his career.
"I arrived at MTSU in August of 1980 with an interest
in local history and a belief that a community's identity is
enhanced by its historic architecture," said Rooney. "Little
did I realize how my education at MTSU would expand my
mindset. Individual buildings were considered as parts of
districts; people were recognized as key players in community

preservation;
financial
incentives
of historic
preservation
were witnessed;
research skills
were honed;
folklore and
vernacular
architecture and
regional identity
was appreciated;
landscape and
material culture
were considered;
interpretation and
public education
was defined, refined and exercised. Friendships were born.
I continue to draw upon these and many other valuable
experiences gained while a student at MTSU." 4
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