
ePortfolios 



ePortfolio Benefits 
 Reflective ePortfolios help students connect 
and make meaning from otherwise isolated 
learning experiences.  This deepens the 
inquiry process and helps students integrate 
their learning into a larger framework of 
education and purposeful self-authorship. 

 From Catalyst for Learning  

  



Connect to Learning Research 
FIPSE funded community of 24 institutions launched 2011 

Launched Catalyst for Learning  resource web site 

1. ePortfolio research at multiple schools has shown ePortfolio 
usage correlates with higher levels of success as measured by 
pass rates, GPA, and retention. 

2. Based on survey data (n=9,542), ePortfolio processes have 
been reported to help students make connections, have a  
better understanding of themselves, and deepen their 
learning.  

 

Eynon, Gambino, & Torok: Completion, quality, and change: The difference 
ePortfolios make.  

 



Other Benefits of ePortfolios 
for Student Learning 

 University of Michigan study (Peet, et al.) found: 

 Gains in demonstrating knowledge and transferring 
knowledge to new situations were significant, regardless of 
level of participation.  
◦ Students gained more when they created more 

components of their portfolio.  

◦ Students who participated in more than one experience 
using portfolios demonstrated the greatest gains. 

  



True ePortfolio  
•It is digital 

•Contains evidence of the author’s 
experiences and accomplishments 

•Contains reflection 

 

 
Garrison and Ring: Walking the ePortfolio talk as cited in Reynolds and Patton 



Types of ePortfolios 
1. Content Focused 

2. Content and Process Focused (adds reflection) 

3. Content, Process and Connections in Learning  Focused 

4. Integrative Learning  
◦ Artificats/demonstrations of learning 

◦ Reflections on the artifacts 

◦ Connections made between content in the ePortfolio 

◦ Use of the ePortfolio for identity development 

 

Reynolds and Patton: Leveraging the ePortfolio for Integrative Learning 



Types of ePortfolio 
Assignments 
•Working: ask student to collect and reflect 
one or more assignments in the ePortfolio 

•Project or Task: documents the process 
and product of a project (ex. lab book) 

•Showcase: cumulative for a course 
(intern/study abroad) or degree or 
program (MT Engage) 

  



ePortfolio pedagogy 
 Integrative reflection with social pedagogy 

◦Having an audience look at the ePortfolios 
enhances its value 

◦Role of audience--instructors and peers is 
important 
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Questions? 
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