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uCivic responsibility of higher education
uAdvance the public purposes of higher education
uAll students are prepared for lives of engaged citizenship
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CF. NATIONAL TASK FORCE ON CIVIC LEARNING AND DEMOCRATIC ENGAGEMENT, A CRUCIBLE MOMENT: 
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National Task Force on Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement, A Crucible Moment: College Learning and Democracy’s Future
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“Education for citizenship 
should not be crowding out 
the ‘real’ focus of the course; 
it should be a way to engage 
students in that work.”

CIVIC PROMPTS, P. 7





pervasive, not partial; 
central, not peripheral.”

A Crucible Moment, p. 2

“…constructing environments
where education for 

democracy and civic responsibility
is 





National Task Force on Civic Learning and Democratic Engagement, A Crucible Moment: College Learning and Democracy’s Future (Washington. 
D.C.: Association of American Colleges & Universities, 2012), 15.





7  Billion +



7  Billion +
NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE WORLD.







Civil Discourse:

“the exercise of patience, integrity, humility and 
mutual respect in civil conversation, even [or 
especially] with those with whom we disagree.” 

James Calvin Davis, In Defense of Civility



Civil Discourse:

…Civil discourse goes beyond courtesy. It involves 
committing to an informed, frank exchange of 
ideas, along with an understanding of complexity 
and ambiguity.  

David Wegge, Toward a More Civil Discourse



Civil Discourse:

Creates room for discussion.



Small Group Exercise in Civil Discourse 
Panel Discussion Presentation

Key Components

uRandomly selected small groups choose a 
controversial topic

uGroup members interview someone in the 
community who is knowledgeable about the 
topic 

uGroup members collaborate to create and 
present a balanced, informative, respectful 
presentation



The Civil Discourse Project


