
Department of Recording Industry 

Admission to Candidacy Appeal Form 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________M#:_____________________________________ 

Local Address:_____________________________________________________City, State,Zip:_______________________________ 

Telephone:___________________________________________MTSU Email Address:______________________________________ 

Which Concentration did you apply for:   Audio Production:_________  Music Business:_______  Commercial Songwriting:_________ 

Provide eight (8) copies of the following: 

1. Appeal Application (this form) 

2. Current MTSU transcript.  An unofficial copy from WebMT or Raidernet is preferred. 

3. Personal Essay 

Students may include any of the following (eight copies of each): 

1. No more than three (3) letters of recommendation (not from RIM faculty) 

2. No more than one (1) creative work for the committee’s consideration (8 copies) 

Each of the eight copies must be stapled together with the appeal application on the top. 

“I understand that the recommendation of the appeals committee is final.  I further understand that the candidacy appeals 

committee members are under no obligation to meet with students after the recommendation process is completed.”  

 

____________________________________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Student’s Signature          Date 

 

Writing Your Personal Essay: 

Of all the elements that make up your appeal, the personal essay is perhaps the most important.  Therefore, it is recommended that 

you spend time crafting a thoughtful, persuasive and compelling argument as to why the committee should recommend approval of 

your appeal. 

The personal statement MUST be no less than 1 and no more than 3 typed double-spaced pages.  (Handwritten letters will not be 

read under any circumstances).  Please use a standard font and size (e.g. 12-point Times New Roman). 

When drafting your essay, please keep these points in mind: 

1. What were the circumstances that prevented you from attaining candidacy?  For example, was there a sudden illness or 

crisis that kept you away from school or significantly impaired your ability to complete your work? 

2. Avoid clichés such as: “I realize my grades are low, but if I get candidacy I’ll work really hard,” or, “Music is my life, and I 

can’t imagine doing anything else.” 

3. Don’t be hostile or blame faculty:  Remember this is a faculty committee.  Accusing Professor XYZ of conspiring to ruin your 

academic career is not a wise tactic. 

4. Don’t blame the educational process:  MTSU is a four-year, comprehensive, public university.  Don’t argue that you would 

have done better if you didn’t have to take general studies classes.  That’s not an approach to higher education that the 

committee applauds. 

DON’T SEND IN A ROUGH DRAFT!  Write, read, and rewrite.  Poorly written essays loaded with misspellings, grammatical mistakes, 

and general incoherence will be considered a reflection of your sincerity, desire, and overall commitment to the program. 


